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Threats disrupt SAS flights 


Vorontsov arrives in Iran 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Three bomb threats forced Scandinavian Airlines 
System (SAS) to mount one of its tightest security operations ever 
Monday, disrupting the airline's flights worldwide. An English-speaking 
caller rang the airline and said an internal flight from Gothenburg in 
western Sweden could be sabotaged Monday morning. SAS reported. It 
was the third threat. which the airline made public. Although there were 
delays on all SAS flights Monday because of security checks, no signs of 
sabotage were found. “But we. are taking all the threats seriously and 
. se fV n jy Stringent at all our airports,’* airline spokesman John Herbert 
said. On Saturday, SAS said it had received a letter saying as SAS plane 
on a domestic route would be attacaked because of Sweden’s me diating 
rale which led to the United States opening direct ratify with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). That threat was followed by a tip-off 
from Interpol that an unidentified group may be planning to attack one of 
its planes, causing SAS to alert its staff around the world. Herbert said 
Swe dis h secret police had not been able to specify who had made the 
threat, which came from Budapest. 



NICOSIA (API — A senior Soviet official arrived in Tehran Monday for 
talks with Iranian-based Afghan rebel leaders, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. The agency said First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuri Vorontsov hold talks with the Shi’ite alliance following his 
meetings in Saudi Arabia last month with Burhanuddin Rabhani, leader 
of the Pakistan-based Mujahedccn alliance. “I am here to exchange views 
with Iranian officials and leaders of Iran-based Afghan alliance groups on 
ways to find a solution in principle to the Afghan issue," Vorontsov was 
quoted as telling reporters on arrival. The Mujahedecn arc split into two 
coalitions, the Iran-based Shi’ite alliance, and the larger, Sunni alliance, 
based in Pakistan. Last week Rabbani met in Tehran with his Shi’itc 
counterparts so that both coalitions could preseni a united front to the 
Soviets. Last week, Vorontsov had an unprecedented meeting in Rome 
with the former king of Afghanistan. Mohammad Zahir Shah, who has 
been mentioned as playing a role in the peacemaking efforts. The 
' Mujahedeen are opposed to any role for the king, who fled to Italy after 
his overthrow in 1973. 
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Arafat: Joint Arab 
team to conference 


PARIS (Petra) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has said 
that five .key Arab parties in the 
Middle East conflict will attend 
an international peace conference 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict in a 
joint delegation. 

In an interview with the Paris- 
b2\sed A1 Yom A1 Saba’ published 
Monday, Arafat said’ that the 
PLO was considering a plan to 
hold a meeting of the five parries 
— Jordan, Syria. Egypt and 
Lebanon as well as the Palesti- 
nians — to draw up an integrated 
Arab plan and approach at the 
international conference, to be 
attended by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council and all parties involved 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Palestinian position in 
negotiations will be governed by 
resolutions adopted by the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) on 
Palestinian national rights, in- 
cluding the right to repatriation, 
to self-determination and to set 
up an independent Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its capital. 
Arafat said. 

Arafat said Jordan's decision to 
sever legal and administrative 
links with the West Bank had 
ended all discussions of a joint 


Jordan! an-Palestini an delegation 
to peace talks as proposed by 
Israel recently. 

The PLO chairman said 
Washington and Moscow had 
agreed on the concept of an 
international conference and that 
direct negotiations would be held 
between Israel and the Arab side 
within the framework of the con- 
ference along the lines of the 
Geneva talks held in 1977. 

Arafat described the recently 
launched formal contacts be- 
tween the PLO and the United 
States as a dialogue and not 
'■negotiations” since Washington 
has in the past “refused to listen 
tp us and we refused to listen to 
it.” 

“Now they are listening to us 
and we are listening to them,” he 
said. “These are mere exchange 
of views. However, we realise 
that when we negotiate with the 
Israelis we negotiate with the 
Americans and when we negoti- 
ate with the Americans we 
negotiate with the Israelis,” he 
said. 

The next round of talks be- 
tween the PLO and the U.S. is 
scheduled to be held in Tunis on 
Jan. 20 at the same level of 
representation. Jordan Television 
said Monday. 


( AROUND THE WORLD... ) 


Howe starts Gulf visit with call to Israel 

KUWAIT (R) — British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe began a 
nine-day Gulf tour in Kuwait Monday with a call to Israel to take the 
next step in the Middle East peace process. In talks with the leaders of 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi, Oman and North Yemen, Howe 
said he would seek views on a broad range of regional concerns, 
notably the four-month-old ceasefire in the Gulf war and the 
“improved prospects for a dialogue in the Arab-Israeli dispute.” 
Speaking on arrival in Kuwait, he said he would counsel patience and 
moderation in Arab-Israeli relations following Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat's renunciation of terrorism 
and recognition of Israel. Howe, who was met by Deputy Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, said: “The central lesson 
of the crucially-important Arab-lsrael peace process is that it needs to 
be tackled with great patience and tenacity. Moderation is the key to 
further progress. The next crucial moves do have to come from 
Israel.” 


Israel protests Egyptian accusation 

TEL AVIV (Ri — Israel told Egypt Monday that an Egyptian 
newspaper editorial suggesting the Israeli secret service blew up a U.S. 
airliner could poison relations between the two states. A foreign 
ministry spokesman said Israel’s ambassador in Cairo delivered a 
letter from Foreign Minister Moshe Arens to his Egyptian counterpart 
Esmat Abdul Meguid protesting at last Friday's editorial in the 
semi-official Al Akhbar newspaper. The editorial said Israel was the 
most likely culprit in the bombing or the Pan Am jet because it wanted 
to break off the recently-started dialogue between the United States 
and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


Soviets to rebuild 111 towns, villages 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet authorities are drawing up plans to rebuild 
II* towns and villages damaged in the earthquake that struck 
Armenia last month, TASS news agency said Monday. All new 
buildings in the project will be able to withstand tremors up to force 9 
on the Mercalli scale, the same strength as the Dec. 7 quake, “Master 
plans for 1 1 1 populated localities in the zone will have been drawn up 
by Jan. 20," TASS said in a report on a meeting of the Communist 
Pariv politburo commission managing the quake's aftermath. The 
plans will include proposals for houses, clubs, schools, kindergartens, 
factories, sports complexes and trade centres, TASS said. It said 
drafts had already been completed for Kirovakan, Leninakan and 
Spitak. 

Libya: U.S. charges pretext to kill Qadhafi 

ROME (AP> — The official Libyan news agency JANA said Monday 
that the United States was using allegations about a chenucal weapons 
plant as a pretext to launch an attack and kill Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. The agency referred to a report Sunday m the 
United Arab Emirates daily Al Khaleej that quoted unidentified Arab 
sources as saying the Americans planned to send a “hit squad to kill 
Qadhafi during an attack on Libya. Al Khalccj also dauned an 
American tiufc force had traiped in Italy, Spam and aboard U.S. 
warships in the Mediterranean for the attack it said could come in 
January. The newspaper said the strike would include bombing 
attacks' on the nuclear research centre al Tajura. and the alleged 
chemical weapons plant at Rablah. 


Iraq cuts exports to comply with OPEC quota 

BAGHDAD (RI — Iraq has cut its oil exports by 90,OW bamls per 
day (bpd) to comply with its new OPEC output quota of * 64 million 
bpd, Oil Ministry sources said Monday. Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim Al Chalabi promised last month to halt the trucking of 65,000 
bpd through Aqaba and 25,000 bpd through Turkey as from Jan. J. 


Rebels reject bid to split Eritrea 

NAIROBI <R) - Eritrean rebels Monday rejected a plan by the 
«wernrLt of President Mengistu Haile Mariam to sphl the northern 

Ethiopian province into two autonomous ^tgjons to end 

JE The -Eritrean People s Liberation Front (EPLF) 

in a radio broadcast monitored by the British Broadening 
Corporation that splitting the province represented an outdated poliLy 
of dividing Muslims and Christians. 

Kuwait sends condolences to U.S. 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait sent the United States condolences Monday 

22m p£ American jet crash in which 270 people fed and said ,t 

condemned terrorism. The Kuwait News Agency said 

ster Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabahsen* th* m ^ Be *? 

to U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz. It said Satah ralted for 

international cooperation to stop the “dangerous phenomenon of 

terrorism. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Monday holds a meeting with members of a special panel on 
agriculture (Petra photo) 


Prince Hassan calls for plans to 
replace foreign farm workers 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
held a meetig Monday with mem- 
bers of a committee responsible 
for the agricultural sector at the 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST) and mem- 
bers of a centre in charge of 
agricultural research and transfer 
of technology sponsored by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

The time has come for the 
ministries of education, higher 
education and the community 
colleges in the country to help the 
work of the researchers by draw- 
ing up plans designed to replace 
non-Jordanian workers in the 


agricultural sector with Jorda- 
nians. the Crown Prince said. The 
national research centres in agri- 
culture are now turning their 
attention to this issue, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

He said there should be a real 
interaction among developmental 
sectors, specially in education, 
health and industry and research 
centres should help such a pro- 
cess and so stimulate the role of 
the agricultural sector. 

Prince Hassan urged agricultu- 
ral engineers to help carry out 
resolutions passed by the various 
development council meetings 
and underlined the importance of 


providing extension service staff 
with sufficient guidance instruc- 
tions. 

Minister of Health Zuhair 
Malhas and Minister .of Agricul- 
ture Yousef Hamdan Al Jaber 
attended the meeting. 

The agricultural research cen- 
tre was established in Jordan in 
1985 to conduct research de- 
signed to promote forming and to 
propose new administrative and 
organisational matters governing 
agricultural processes. 

The centre is also in charge of 
conveying the results of research 
to farmers and of laying down 
plans for development. 


EEC to launch Mideast peace 
drive with visits to key parties 


PARIS (R) — The European 
Economic Community (EEC) 
will begin a Middle East peace 
initiative immediately with visits 
to seven countries involved in the 
conflict, Spanish Foreign Minis- 
ter Francisco Fernandez Ordonez 
said Monday. 

The central aim of the plan is to 
organise an international peace 
conference under the auspices of 
the United Nations, an idea Israel 
strongly opposes. 

Spain, as president of the EEC 
council of ministers for the first 
six months of 1989, is at the helm 
of the EEC peace initiative 
announced two weeks ago follow- 
ing Washington's decision to end 
a ban on contacts with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

The 12-nation community has 
created a diplomatic “troika” 

Pan Am jet 
unchecked 

FRANKFURT (Agencies) — 
The Pan Am flight which crashed 
over Scotland killed 270 people 
last month was carrying post and 
valuables which had not been 
checked, the Frankfurt prosecu- 
tor’s office said Monday. 

Spokesman Hubert Harth con- 
firmed a report due to be t pub- 
lished this week in the magazine 
Bunte saying unchecked post and 
valuables were loaded in Frank- 
furt on the Boeing 727 flight 
which flew to London to connect 
with the doomed Pan Am Boeing 
747. 

Bunte said in a statement re- 
leased ahead of publication that 
the Frankfurt plane contained 
four sacks of U.S. military post 
weighting 10 kilogrammes and a 
container of documents from the 
U.S. bank Manufacturers Hanov- 
er Trust. 

The magazine quoted a report 
from the prosecutor’s office as 
saying the military post had not 
been .subject to security checks 
because it was under the constant 
supervision of U.S. military per- 
sonnel. The bank documents 
were cheques and Christmas 
cards, it added. 

Harth said he was “very cross” 
about the publication of the 
magazine report, which he said 
would hinder the office’s inves- 
tigations into whether a bomb 
had been smuggled in the flight’s 
luggage in Frankfurt. 

The London Times said Satur- 
day that investigators were cer- 
tain luggage containing an explo- 
sive device was transferred from 
the 727 in London to the forward 
cargo hold of the 747. 

Search continues 

In Lockerbie, Scotland, sear- 
chers recovered part of the tail 


comprising Spain. France and 
Greece to pursue plans for the 
international conference. They 
will represent the EEC in talks 
with Israel, the PLO and the 
United States, among others. 

“We want to start work (on the 
peace initiative) immediately. We 
agreed on a series of visits to 
seven countries which are part of 
the conflict,*’ said Ordonez, . 
speaking in Paris after talks with 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas. He did not name the 
designated states. 

Ordonez visited Egypt for talks 
last Friday. He said he believed 
Israel would drop its opposition 
to an international conference, 
since all other alternatives had 
been tried. 

He said an initial report would 
be presented to a meeting of EEC 
foreign ministers in Madrid Feb. 

carried 

post 

section of Pan Am Flight 103 
Monday, and authorities identi- 
fied the body of the wife of a Pan 
Am pilot who criticised the police 
investigation of the disaster. 

All 259 passengers and crew 
members on the flight died in the 
crash, and 11 townspeople are 
thought to have died on the 
ground- 

Officials have recovered 242 
bodies so far. 

In Palm Springs, California, 
the White House said Sunday it 
had received no offer from Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat to 
help track down those responsi- 
ble for downing Pan Am 103 but 
other U.S. officials said such 
cooperation would be welcome. 

National Security Advisor Col- 
in Powell said President Reagan 
had not received any message 
from the PLO by late Saturday, 
White House spokesman Roman 
Popadiuk told Reutes Sunday. 

Popadiuk also denied that the 
United States had initiated a re- 
quest to the PLO to ask for help. 

Federal Bureau of Investiga- - 
tions (FBI) Director William Ses- 
sions said Sunday in Washington 
that he welcomed any informa- 
tion Arafat could provide in iden- 
tifying. suspects. 

Last week, the Kuwaiti news- 
paper Al Seyasseh quoted an 
unidentified PLO -official as 
saying the organisation was con- 
sidering a request by U.S. offi- 
cials for PLO help. 

Reagan said in his weekly radio 
broadcast Saturday that a report 
overseen by U.S. President-elect 
George Bush advocating possible 
military action against terrorists 
“ought to be giving some people 
sleepless nights" in the wake of 
the bombing. 


i 4 *. 

He added that PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat would probably 
visit Madrid ahead of the ministe- 
rial talks, although nothing was 
yet fixed. 

Ordonez, who chairs the EEC 
council of ministers, has pledged 
to upgrade community involve- 
ment in the peace effort from 
simply issuing declarations to 
“active diplomacy.” 

France is due to take over the 
presidency of the community for 
the latter half of the year and the 
two countries have already 
announced their intention to col- 
laborate dosely. 

“We discussed political coop- 
eration. the role of the presidency 
and of the troika on the interna- 
tional scene, especially in the 
Middle East,” Dumas said. 

Sudan’s 

judges 

resign 

KHARTOUM (R) — Hun- 
dreds of Sudanese judges res- 
igned Monday in protest al 
what they called government 
interference in their affairs. 

The resignations 'coincided 
with increasing pressure on 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi from trade and profes- 
sion al union leaders to put an 
end to five years of civil war in 
the sooth. 

Judiciary bead Mohammad 
Mirghani Mabrouk told the 
official Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) that all the country’s 
judges had given him their 
resignations Monday except for 
supreme court members. 

He did not say how many 
were involved but judicial 
sources put the number at 
several hundreds. Up to 40 
judges sit in the supreme court. 

The mass resignation came 
three days after civil servants 
linked to the judiciary began a 
strike to press for better pay. 

The judges’ council said the 
resignations were prompted by 
a Finance Ministry study to 
adjust their salaries, which the 
council' said was outside, the 
government’s responsibility. 

Under the constitution, the 
judiciary is the responsibility of 
Sudan's joint presidency, the 
five-man Supreme Council. 

Leaders of Sudan's trade 
and professional unions .told 
Mahdi Monday that ending the 
civil war in the south was the 
only way to pnt the crisis- 
plagued country on the path of 
economic recovery. 


Israel tightens policy 
of gunfire, expulsion, 
arrests, demolitions 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
The Israeli occupation authorities have 
moved to push hard its resolve to quell the 
Palestinian uprising with army gunfire, ex- 
pulsions, arrests and house demolitions. 


Troops Monday knocked down 
the homes of two Palestinians 
accused of hurling fire bombs at a 
military patrol and an Israeli bus 
in the West Bank’s Balata re- 
fugee camp. 

The two men were among. nine 
Balata residents arrested. All are 
accused of carrying out anti- 
Israeli attacks and distributing 
leaflets on behalf of the Islamic 
Resistance Movemenr (Hamas), 
an army spokeswoman said. 

Thirteen Palestinians were ex- 
pelled from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to Lebanon 
Sunday, the 24th anniversary of 
the first military action by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's mainstream Fateh group. 

The 13 were accused of head- 
ing popular committees steering 
the uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“The fact that (the 13) were 
deported on Fateh day shows the 
Israeli determination to fight the 
organisers and instigators of the 
intifada.” a senior official said. 

The 13 were flown, by helicop- 
ter to the northern edge of 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. 

The previous expulsions, the 
expulsion of eight people on Aug. 
2, were also timed for maximum 
effect. They coincided with a 
strike in the occupied territories 
in protest against just such a 


policy. 

Israel has expelled 49 Palesti- 
nians since the uprising erupted 
and a total of 917 since Israel 
occupied the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in 1967. 

Palestinian sources said troops 
shot and wounded 12 protesters 
Monday in the West Bank town 
of Ramaiiah and in several areas 
of the Gaza Strip. 

A six-year-old Palestinian girl 
from Gaza's Nusseirat refugee 
camp was shot in the head and 
critically wounded, according to 
reports. 

The army lifted a round-the- 
clock curfew imposed on the 
Gaza Strip’s 650,000 residents to 
curb protests on Fateh day. 

Palestinians in Gaza City 
staged a spontaneous general 
strike Monday, shutting, their 
businesses and public transporta- 
tion, to protest the expulsions. 
Six of the expelled were from the 
Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinians from Balata 
whose homes were wrecked are 
among nine in the camp detained 
recently, who are active with 
Hamas', the army communique 
said. 

The communique did not give 
the Palestinians' names or specify 
how their homes were wrecked. 

Arab news reports said the 
houses were home to families of 
10 and nine people each, and that 


they were bulldozed without let- 
ting families take out belongings 
such as furniture. 

The reports identified the de- 
tainees whose homes were wreck- 
ed as Shaker Abdallah and 
Yousef Kaaby. 

In Arab Jerusalem, police fired 
rubber bullets and tear-gas to 
disperse stone-throwing protes- 
ters. 

Egypt criticised Israel Monday 
for the expulsions. 

“Israel's violations of Palesti- 
nians' human rights... is a nega- 
tive position which hinders the 
peace process and encourages ex- 
tremism.” Boutros Ghali; minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs, 
told reporters. 

“It (the expulsion) contradicts 
Israel’s welfare and the positive 
decisions the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation has taken to con- 
solidate peace, coexistence and a 
peaceful settlement of the Middle 
East problem," Ghali added. 

Egyptian leaders condemned 
earlfer expulsions in terms similar 
to those Ghali used Monday. 

As Ghali spoke, foreign minis- 
try sources said Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid will meet in 
Paris next Sunday with his Israeli 
counterpart, Moshe Arens. 

It will be their first meeting 
since Arens took the foreign 
affairs portfolio in the cabinet 
formed by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir last month. 

The last meeting at this level 
took place about three- months 
ago in New York between Abdul 
Meguid and Shimon Peres, then 
Israel's foreign minister. Peres 
became finance minister in the 
new Israeli government. 


Palestinian lawyers protest 
Israeli treatment of detainees 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian lawyers said 
they would refuse to appear in 
Israeli military courts for one 
month from Tuesday to protest 
against lack of concern for the 
rights of detainees. 

“The military authorities 
have invested tremendous 
time, energy, resources, man- 
power and creativity in suppres- 
sing the intifada." Bahij Tami- ‘ 
mi, head of the Arab Lawyers 
Committee, told a news con- 
ference Monday. 

“By contrast, they show 
such lack of concern or resour- 
cefulness in dealing with the 
rights of detainees and of jus- 
tice that we can only see the 
resulting injustice as a deliber- 
ate policy and an additional 
element in oppressing the peo- 
ple.” he said. 

“For one month beginning 
Jan. 3, we will cancel all 
appearances before the milit- 
ary courts in the occupied terri- 
tories,” Tamimi said. 

He said arrests were carried 
out in conditions which 


violated international law and 
rulings of Israel's own supreme 
court. 

“Whenever an arrest is car- 
ried out in the occupied terri- 
tories the detainee is never 
informed about the reason for 
his arrest and if arrested out- 
side his home, his family is not 
informed,” said Tamimi. 

He said lawyers were parti- 
cularly vexed that army courts 
regularly adjourned cases for 
up to several months, leaving 
their clients in jail. 

Tamimi said he spoke for all 
of the approximately 60 
lawyers who regularly defend 
fellow Palestinians accused of 
activities against the Israeli 
occupation authorities. 

Several other Palestinian 
lawyers were present at the 
news conference together with 
a handful of leftist Israeli 
lawyers who also handle 
“security” cases. The Israelis 
said they would follow the ex- 
ample of their colleagues. 

Israeli lawyer Lea Tsemel 
said there were between 5 .000 


and 6.000 Palestinians now 
serving jail terms for security 
offences with an additional 
3,000 awaiting trial. 

A furrher 1,500 prisoners 
were being held without trial as 
“administrative detainees.” 
she said. 

Lawyers for “security" de- 
tainees in the Gaza Strip went 
on strike for similar reasons 
nearly a year ago and have 
since reached an arrangement 
with military authorities 
, whereby they advise clients but' 
do not enter court themselves. 

Tamimi said the West Bank 
lawyers took their decision 
with the backing of their clients 
and after' "having met only 
frustration in all appeals to the 
heads of the military justice 
establishment.” 

Other lawyers' complaints 
included difficulty in meeting 
clients, humiliating conditions 
under which prisoners are 
brought to court and alleged 
lack of serious investigation 
when complaints are pressed 
• about torture in prison. 


Peres’ austerity programme 
under fire from both sides 


TEL AVIV ( Agencies) — Critics 
of a new government austerity 
plan warned Monday that prop- 
osed cuts in the national budget 
could hurt the army by forcing 
cuts in weapons purchases or 
training programmes, Israel 
Radio reported. 

Ministers- and legislators of 
both major political blocs also 
accused Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres of making the public ner- 
vous by failing to work out all the 
details of the plan before 
announcing it Sunday. 

Peres’ proposal calls for curb- 
ing inflation by curtailing cost of 
living increases ro wage' earners 
and cutting about 1 billion 
shekels (S6U0 million) from gov- 
ernment spending on the army, 
schools, hospitals and welfare. 

Peres, leader of the Labour 
Patty, said his target was nine per 
cent inflation by the year's end, 
or about half of the current 
annual figure of 18 per cent. 

He did not say where spending 
cuts should be made and left that 
up to a ministerial committee that 
was scheduled to convene 


Wednesday or Thursday. 

But Peres began implementing 
his plan Sunday by slashing $uf> 
sidies for food and gasoline, 
which raised the prices of milk, 
bread and frozen chicken by up to 
26 per cent overnight. 

-Rie government has also de- 
valued the shekel by 13 per cent 
since last week as a first step to 
help revive export industries that 
were losing profits because of a 
frozen exchange rate. 

The Tel Aviv stock exchange 
responded nervously , to the de- 
valuation and price rises with an 
unusually high volume of trading 
reported within an hour of open- 
ing Monday, the radio reported. 

Israel's economy is experienc- 
ing its worst slowdown since 
1982, partly because of the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Gross domestic product rose by 
only one per cent in 1988. 

Israeli news reports said Peres' 
plan also calls for up to 600 
million shekels (S353 million) to 
he shaved from the military 
budget, including 250 million ear- 


marked for spending on army 
operations in the occupied terri- 
tories during the 13-month 
Palestinian uprising. 

Senior officers criticised these 
plans, fearing the army may have 
to cut training, put away a newly 
drawn up 10-year development 
plan and slow equipment purch- 
ases. 

Other planned cuts reponedly 
include up to 200 million shekels 
($118 million) from the education 
budget which would mean pa- 
rents may have to pay tuition for 
kindergartens and high schools. 

Moroccan-born Deputy Prime 
Minister David Levy of the .right- 
wing Likud bloc criticised the 
price rises and plans to cur spend- 
ing on schools and welfare. 

“These are things that could 
tear our society apart and turn us 
back in progress an entire genera- 
tion. We must be careful,” Levy 
said on the radio. 

Ariel Weinstein, a member of 
parliament from Likud, said 
Peres was trying to move too fast 
without considering the implica- 
tions. 





* 


NajibuIIah vows to 
stay, warns rebels 



ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Afghan President Na- 
jibuIIah said his Soviet-backed government will not 
quit and warned that Western-backed Mujahedeen 
rebels will be taught a lesson if they continue 
fighting, the official Bakhtar news agency reported 
Monday. 

The president spoke Sunday 
night on Afghanistan's state-run 
radio and television networks as 
his unilaterally declared ceasefire 
in the 10year-oId war began. 

The rebels have dismissed the 
ceasefire and vowed to fight on 
until all Soviet troops leave the 
country and Najibullah's govern- 
ment is toppled. 

NajibuIIah said "some persons 
and circles still irresponsibly 
think” that peace would return if 
his People's Democratic Party 
(PDPA) government left the 
scene. 

“No. it is not so. Such persons 
and circles are committing mis- 
takes.” he said. NajibuIIah 

He said bloodshed would go on 

for a long tirae because of the solution they will be given such a 
rivalries between rebel groups “if lesson that they will realise very 
the present stare of the Repubtic soon the futility of their choice.” 
of Afghanistan pulls out from the he said. 

political scene.” He said if the rebels agreed a 

NajibuIIah repeated his call to permanent ceasefire would con- 
rebels to join a peace conference tinue as a prelude to peace, 
with his government but he used “We are ready to meet With all 
the toughest language in recent opposition forces concerned in a 
months to them. peace gathering as a first step 

“If extremists and the enemies, towards an understanding and 
of peace continue their way and compromise.” NajibuIIah said, 
insist on intensification of war He said he hoped such a con- 
and bloodshed, we would adopt ference would “remove all obsta- 
reciprocal measures and give clcs and barriers created In the 
them tooth-breaking responses," past 10 years and pave the way 
he said. for attaining compromise in ail 

He said Kabul had followed spheres.” 
last April's U-N.-mediatcd Gene- He said Kabul had made many 
va accords, under which Moscow proposals to the rebels for dia- 
must complete the withdrawal of logue and ending the war. 
more than 100.000 of its troops "We are prepared to hold talks 
from Afghanistan by Feb. 15. with the opponents based on 
"However, we will certainly these proposals or any other 
put into effect one more thing reasonable and objective plan, at 
that if the opposition stubbornly any suitable place, time and at 
keeps on (pursuing) the military any level for the sake of the 


people and future of the 
country." 

Fighting reported 

Afghan troops began the cease- 
fire Sunday but broke it when 
guerrillas attacked soldiers in re- 
jection of the one-way truce. 
Radio Kabul said. 

The radio said guerrillas 
attacked soldiers stationed in the 
villages of Gushta and Deh Bala 
in the eastern Nangarahar pro- 
vince. Government troops retali- 
ated, leaving eight guerrillas dead 
and seven injured, the radio said. 

The ceasefire offer was made 
bv NajibuIIah in a nationwide 
broadcast Friday. 

The Soviet Union announced 
separately in Moscow Saturday 
that its troops would join the 
ceasefire at the start of the New 
Year. There was no word 
whether Soviet soldiers were in- 
volved in the ceasefire or the 
reported fighting. 

Ahmad Shah, an Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen leader, rejected the 
ceasefire offer Sunday in a state- 
ment issued from Peshawar, 
Pakistan, where his seven-party 
guerrilla alliance is based. 

Rebel unity talks 

The Pakistan-based Afghan re- 
bel alliance has invited groups 
based in Iran to unity talks before 
considering further discussions 
with the Soviet Union, rebel lead- 
ers said Sunday. 

Burhanuddin Rabbani. head of 
one of seven parties that com- 
prise the alliance, told a news 
conference the guerrillas wanted 
“a single platform and a single 
position" before a second round 
of talks with the Soviet Union. 

Rabbani met Soviet Deputy- 
Foreign Minister Yuli Vorontsov 
in Saudi Arabia Dec. 3 and 4. He 
said Sunday the alliance would 
next meet Soviet negotiators in 
Pakistan but no date had been 
decided. 


Tu 

to boost 
se 

on Syrian 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey will 
use thermal cameras to detect 
intruders on its border with 
Syria, an infiltration route for 
autonomy-seeking Kurdish re- 
bels. a senior official said 
Monday. 

"The cameras will be used 
on the 877-kiIomctre Syrian 
border within the coming 
months after experts have been 
trained." Regional Governor 
Havri Kozakauglu told Anato- 
lian news agency. 

Thermal cameras, mostly- 
used at night, detect body 
heat. They can hr mounted on 
helicopters.. 

The Kurdish Workers' Party 
iPKKl. which has bases in 
Lebanon, infiltrates Turkey 
across the sparsely-populated 
Syrian border as well as the 
frontier with Iraq, security- 
sources say. 

More than 1.300 people 
have been killed since 1984 
when the PKK launched its 
latest armed campaign to gain 
autonomy for Turkey's esti- 
mated eight million Kurds. 

A total of 1 19 PKK members 
were killed and 94 captured 
last year during clashes with 
police and soldiers in the east 
and southeast, the sources 
said. 

They said rebels killed 41 
troops and 97 civilians in 19X8. 


Iran: Gulf states 
should clear mines 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's navy 
chief said Sunday that his country 
could dear the Gulf of war wreck- 
age and mines laid during the 
eight-year war with Iraa or.ee 
Baghdad accepts a stalled U.N. 
peace resolution, Tehran Televi- 
sion reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Rear Admiral 
Mohammad-Hussein Malek- 
zadegan as saying that “Iran has 
the complete readiness and tech- 
nical capability to clear the Shatt 
Al Arab of mines.” 

The estuary of the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway forms the south- 
ern boundary between Iran and 
Iraq. 

"When the time comes to clear 
the waterway within the 


framework of U.N. Resolution 
598. and agreements are reached 
in the peace talks on how to clear 
the strait, we will start dredging 
to clear the Shatt of any explosive 
and dangerous substances,” the 
state-run television quoted 
Maiekzadegan as saying. 

Malekzadegan also offered Ira- 
nian technical assistance to other 
Arab Gulf states, stressing that 
any dredging of Gulf waters must 
be carried out by states in the 
region, the television said. 

Last September, Malek- 
zadegan claimed the Iranian navy 
had already cleared its own wa- 
ters of any mines, and was car- 
rying out operations in interna- 
tional waters. 



New Year in Beirut. Despite the frequent spasms in violence in Lebanon life continues qs usual. 

Amal- Hizbollah war 
spreads to S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Heavy 
battles flared in southern Leba- 
non Monday between rival 
groups only hours after an uneasy 
truce took hold between their 
fighters in Beirut. 

Amal militiamen and their Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God) rivals 
blasted each other with artillery, 
mortars, rockets and heavy 
machineguns across hills in [qlim 
Al Tufah, 20 kilometres south- 
east of Sidon. 

The fighting, hours after Syria 
mediated the truce in Beirut's 
southern suburbs, was the latest 
clash in a struggle for supremacy 
which erupted with the emerg- 
ence of Hizbollah in 1984. 

Residents in Sidon said explo- 
sions echoed across the hills of 
Iqlim Al Tufah. Hizbollah 's last 
bastion in the south since Amal 
forced about 1,000 Hizbollah 
fighters out of the area last April. 

A Hizbollah statement said 
Amal had attacked its positions 
after agreeing last month to end 
its feud with'the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

"The attack came after the 
(Amal leader Nabih) Berri-Ara- 
fat accord and after Arafat recog- 
nised the Zionist entity and 
agreed to stop armed struggle 
against the enemy," the state- 
ment said. 

Amal sources said the accord 
stipulated that the PLO. which 
controls refugee camps near 
Sidon and used to provide milit- 
ary support for Hizbollah, would 
stop backing the pro-Iranians. 

An Amal spokesman said the 
fighting Monday flared because 
HizboUah was trying to prove 


that it still had military muscle in ril. during a 20-day visit to 
the south. Tehran last month. 

Shamseddine said he had press- 
Situation In Beirut ed tor an end to the AmaJ- 

HizboUah dispute and an Iranian 
Amal sources reported spor- envoy from Tehran was expected 
adiesniper fire Monday in Beirut, in Lebanon soon, 
where nine people, including a Amal sources said Hizbollah 
woman and two baby boys, were had started the battles in an 
killed in New Year weekend bat- ' attempt to undermine Shamsed- 
tles. dine's efforts and to secure a 

As residents ventured .out of stronger bargaining position in 
shelters to stock up on food, case of any peace settlement, 
officers from the two militias and Several Beirut radio stations 
the Syrian army supervised bull- said Syria was considering a rede- 
dozers removing barricades on ployment of its 4.500 peacekeep- 
the main highway to Beirut air- ing troops in the southern slums 
port. to “improve their performance 

Amal sources said three Amal and prevent further fighting." 
fighters were wounded in the • The fighting was the first se- 
Iqlim Al Tufah fighting, which rious clash between Amal and 
had raised fears of a wider con- Hizbollah since November, when 
firontation between Amal and the two sides fought for six days 
Hizbollah. in west and south Beirut, killing 

Syria deployed hundreds of its 40 people and wounding 87. 
troops in Beirut last May to end Nearly 300 people were killed 
Amal-Hizbollah fighting there in and 1,000 wounded in a three- 
which 500 people were killed, week bloodbath between Amal 
The rivalry again erupted in vio- and Hizbollah in May. It was then 
lence for five days in November, that Syria sent Its troops into the 
Iran and Syria have mediated 40-square-kilometre southern 
scores of ceasefires to quell the suburbs comprising mainly ce- 
power struggle which pits brother ment shanties, 
against brother. Police said thousands of 

Hizbollah. believed to hold panicky residents have been hud- 
some of the 17 Western hostages died in basements and bomb shel- 
in Beirut’s southern suburbs, ters in the embattled districts of 
emerged with Iranian money and Shiyah. Ghobeiri. Haret Hreik 
arms to challenge Amal for lead- and Mesharafiyeh since New 
ership of Lebanon's 1.5 million Year's Eve. 

Shi’itcs. “I hope 1989 will wipe out all 

The latest conflict followed these criminals and let civilised 
talks between Iranian officials human beings live and breathe 
and Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi safely," said Umm Mohammad, a 
Shamseddine. vice-president of housewife reached by telephone 
Lebanon’s Higher Shi'ite Coun- in Haret Hreik. 


dine's efforts and to secure a 
stronger bargaining position in 
case of any peace settlement. 

Several Beirut radio stations 
said Syria was considering a rede- 
ployment of its 4.500 peacekeep- 
ing troops in the southern slums 
to “improve their performance 
and prevent further fighting." 

‘ The fighting was the first se- 
rious clash between Amal and 
Hizbollah since November, when 
the two sides fought for six days 
in west and south Beirut, killing 
40 people and wounding 87. 

Nearly 300 people were killed 
and 1,000 wounded in a three- 
week bloodbath between Amal 
and Hizbollah in May. It was then 
fiiat Syria sent its troops into the 
40-square-kilometre southern 
suburbs comprising mainly ce- 
ment shamies. 

Police said thousands of 
panicky residents have been hud- 
dled in basements and bomb shel- 
ters in the embattled districts of 
Shiyah. Ghobeiri. Haret Hreik 
and Mesharafiyeh since New 
Year's Eve. 

"I hope 1989 will wipe out all 
these criminals and let civilised 
human beings live and breathe 
safely." said Umm Mohammad, a 
housewife reached by telephone 
in Haret Hreik. 


I/.S. issues alert warning to Mediterranean airports 


WASHINGTON I Agencies) — 
l : .S. Federal Aviation Adminis- 
trator Allan McArtor said Sun- 
day airports in Athens and 
other Mediterranean cities 
have been warned to be on the 
alert for known extremists car- 
rying false passports. 

.Asked about a report Athens 
airport might be the next target 
of a commercial airliner bomb 
attack like the one that des- 
troyed Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Scotland killing 270 people, 
McArtor said on U.S. televi- 
sion: , 

"There is a movement of 
some known terrorists who 
have in their possession false 
passports and this was an alert 
to the Athens area and to other 
airports in the Mediterranean 
as welt to be on the alert for 
these false passports.” 


He did not elaborate. 

McArtor said the FAA re- 
ceives hundreds of reports of 
threats and that be believed 
civil aviation in general, not 
just U.S. airliners, had reason 
to be concerned. 

"I personally believe that the 
threats now exist to dvO avia- 
tion, not just to U.S. carriers or 
toward (be U.S. government,” 
he said. 

McArtor also said the FAA, 
which has imposed tougher 
passenger and luggage screen- 
ing procedures on U.S. airlines 
operating in Europe and the 
'Middle East, has asked West- 
ern European airlines to im- 
pose similar checks. 

But be said be did not yet 
know how his request to the 
West European airlines would 
be received. 


He also criticised the State 
Department for notifying diplo- 
mats at the U.S. embassy in 
Moscow earlier this year about 
a possible attack on a Pan Am 
flight but not revealing the 
threat more widely. 

McArtor said the FAA 
warned the Slate Department 
and Pan American, as re- 
quired. but the department did 
not handle its end properly to 
give others in Moscow a chance 
to change their travel plans, as 
embassy personnel had the 
opportunity" to do. 

“I think the State Depart- 
ment is going to look into the 
action of the Moscow embassy 
officials that did that, and I 
personally don’t think that was 
handled very well,” be said. 

SAS tightens security 

Scandinavian Airlines Sys- 


tem (SAS) has tightened secur- 
ity at airports after receiving a 
tip-off from Interpol that an 
unidentified group may be 
planning an attack against one 
of its planes, the airline said 
Monday. 

Interpol informed Sweden’s 
secret police of a general threat 
against SAS which came from 
Budapest, chief SAS spokes- 
man John Herbert said. He did 
not elaborate. 

"We are taking the threat 
seriously and security is strin- 
gent at all our airports.” Her- 
bert said. "But we don’t know 
who has made the threat as the 
police have not given us all the 
details.” 

It was the second threat 
against SAS in three days. On 
New Year's Eve the airline said 
it had received a bomb threat 
against one of its planes on an 


internal (light. 

Extra security measures have 
already caused severe flight de- 
lays for the company, which is 
50 per cent owned by the gov- 
ernments of Sweden. Norway 
and Denmark, Herbert said. 

Swedish newspapers specu- 
lated that an Iranian fun- 
damentalist group was plan- 
ning an attack as revenge for 
Sweden '5 role in recent moves 
involving the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

But Herbert said he had no 
such information. 

Sweden arranged a meeting 
in Stockholm in early Decem- 
ber between PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and American 
Jews. 

He also addressed the United 
Nations in Geneva, alter which 
the United States agreed to 
begin talks with the PLO. 


MIDDLE E AST MEWS IN BRIEF 

Oic urges support for Palestinians 

NICOSIA (R) — The Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
Skd on the world community Sunday to support Palestinian 
,o«.ab,ish an independent s.a, e * by ^ 

OICs newly-appointed ^bid on toe 

Fateh movement’s 24th anniversary dso tne oro jwir 

Palestinian uprising in the occupied West Bank and Gaza StnjL 
Gabid.a former prime minister of Niger , was appouttd head of 
the 46-member OIC tn place of Shanfuddin Ptrzadawhoheldthe 
post fo? four years. He called on nations to "shoulder their 
responsibilitiestowards achieving secnnryand^ace o enable the 
Palestinian people to establish their independent st e. 

‘Israeli, Chinese foreign ministers to meef 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Arens will 
meet Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen this ^ekdunng^ 
international conference in Paris on chetmralwarfare.,^!^! 
Radio said Sunday. A foreign ministry spokesman . ^asked for 
comment, said he could confirm only that Israel had requested la 
meeting with Qian. Israel and China do not have diplomatic 
relations but their foreign ministers have held talks in 
at the United Nations. The last meeting took place in September. 
The foreign ministry spokesman said ^ rens ’/p^^ s n h p" I I?! ! ^ 
ambassador to the United States, would meet Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid and U.S. Secretary of State. 
George Shultz during the conference. 

Libya, Morocco abolish visa rules 

RABAT (R) — Libya and Morocco announced Monday they 
have abolished visa requirements for their ^nationals ja* i part ofa 
plan to allow free movement within the Maghreb. The decision 
took effect Jan. 1 according to the statement signed by MoroccaD 
Interior Minister Driss Basri and Khouildi Lahmidt, a member of 
the Libvan Revolutionary Council. "The procedure is a step to 
form an’ Arab Maghreb with no borders and enables all the people 
to work. transfer~and live freely," said the Libyan news agency 
JANA, reporting the move. Visas had already been abolished for 
Moroccans travelling to Algeria or Tunisia. 

The Hague to make official contact with PLO 

TUNIS (R) — The Netherlands will make its first official contact 
with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in Tunis next 
week, a spokesman for the Netherlands embassy said Monday. 
Henry Wijnaendts, director of political affairs at the Foreign 
Ministry, and Robert Serry, head of the ministry's Middle East 
office, will arrive in Tunis Sunday to meet PLO leaders, he said. 
The meetings will be the first official contact with the PLO though 
Dutch officials have had informal contacts at lower levels, he 
added. The diplomats are due to leave Tunis Tuesday. Their 
programme while in Tunisia had not been decided, he said. 

Lahd leaves Israeli hospital 

TEL AVIV (R) — The commander of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia, Antoine Lahd, was to be released 
from an Israeli hospital Monday after recovering from an 
assassination attempt, Israel television reported. The television 
said Lahd, who was shot twice in his home nearly two months ago, 
would continue physical therapy at a hotel in northern Israel for a 
few weeks before returning South Lebanon. Lahd visited the 
home of his Israeli physician on New Year’s Eve, his first trip 
outside the Haifa Hospital since he was admitted Nov. 7. Lahd, a 
former head of Lebanese army intelligence, took over the 
Marjayoun -based SLA in 1984 following the death of the militia's 
.founder, Saad Haddad. 

Bonn checks U.S. allegations 

BONN (R) — West German authorities were Monday investigat- 
ing whether a West German company helped Libya build an 
alleged chemical plant which Washington claims is used to 
produce chemical weapons. “We are taking the matter very 
seriously." a Foreign Minisuy spokesman said. "The evidence is 
being checked." A U.S. administration official said Sunday 
President Reagan had raised the matter with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl when he visited Washington Nov. 16. The New York Times 
said U.S. officials had determined that the West German 
company Imhausen-Chemie. based in the state of Baden- 
Wuerttemberg. had helped Libya build and design the plant. A 
spokesman for the local representative of the federal Finance 
Ministry in Baden-Wuerttemherg said it had begun an investiga- 
•tion into the firm’s foreign trade activities. Libya denies the plant 
will make chemical weapons and has offered a one-off inspection, 
which Washington has rejected. 

Former spy gets top Israeli post 

TEL AVTV (R) — A top spy involved in budding but still 
semi-clandestine contacts between Israel and China has been 
appointed director general of Israel's foreign ministry, political 
sources said Monday. Reuven Mertiav, 52. a former senior official 
of Israel s Mossad intelligence agency, was most recently Israel’s 
consul-general in Hong Kong, the sources said. Reports published 
abroad said Israel had made major gains in the supplv of 
advanced military technology to China in recent years. Merhav’s 
biography says he served in Israeli diplomatic missions in 
tthiopia. Iran and Kenya, and in the Israeli "liaison" office in 
Lebanon 1983 to 1984. 

Earthquakes hit rural district in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — - More than 40 earthquakes have hit a southern 
Iranian rural district over the last two days, opening cracks in ; 
ceilings but causing no casualties, Tehran Radio said Monday, 
lire radio said tremors continued to hit Bastak area 960 
kilometres southeast of Tehran, until noon Monday. 

Bahrain prime minister in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Bahrain’s prime minister Sheikh Khalifa 
Ibn Salman Ai Khalifa, arrived Monday for talks with Irani 
* ° n -? 1 ?E r ^/ eIat,ons and the situation in the Gulf region 
* as met at the air POrt on arrival by Tata 
d„5 ama t? an ' ra 3 s de P ut y P nme minister. The officials said 
d . His one-day visit. Khalifa also will brief the Irani 
leadership on the outcome of the Gulf Cooperation r™ ,„3S 
summit meeting which was held in Bahrain to mono, 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15'.30 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

16r00 Children pmgrainincs 

J7-4W Educational programme 

It JO Religious programme 

MiW Xcns summary in Arabic 

18:05 .. Programme nn world news 

•8:20 Programme on children 

Agraulturai programme 

I* 45 Programme review 

2W)0 Nt-wsin Arabic 

Arabic senes 

2**4® Programme review 

l«cd programme 

22:30 ... AraNe programme 

2J:0O Neuttumnun in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:®® La Chains 

l 9 *®® News in French 

French varieties 

News m Hebrew 


2®:®® News in Arabic 

28J0 Who’s the Boss 

21:1® Sophia and Constance 

22:0® News tn English 

22J® Adderly 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:0® Fair 

• (Sunrise 1 DvBn 

UJ® Dhuhr 

»34 -Asr 

Maghreb 

18:0® -Isha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies of god Church, Td. 

hS^SS. 

Sit- Joseph Church Tel. 6245W. 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
057440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. W»17J7 
Temaanta Church Tel: 622566 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 


AnfUkaa Church Tel. t&5383. Tel. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
665326, 

Lutheran Church Tel: 

811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 

Day Saints Tel. 8158(7, 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Departure™ b f 
Meteorology. 

In will 'be partly cloudy to cloudy 
with possibility of scattered rain and 
winds will be southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy with 
a chance foe thundershowers and winds 
I* southerly moderate and sens 
calm. 


Min./mu. temp. 

Amman 2 f 7 

Aqaba 7 / 15 

Deserts 1 1 9 

Jordan Valley 6/14 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 9, Aqaba 16. Huimditv readings: 
Amman 80 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mumher Al Oureini 776258 

Dr. Iwa Abu Hayder 637123 

Dr. Suleiman Ai Karyai 791880 

Dr. Basim Al Qaddoumi b46024 

Firas pharmacy 6619)2 

Ferdows pharmacy '778336 

AI Ascrna pharmacy 637055 

Nniroukh pharmacy 623672 


Al Salara pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmrisani pharmacy 

1RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Ai Shan' 
AlSharaa’ pharmacy 


ZARQA; 

Dr Suleiman Abu Adileh 983940 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Directorate 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency - 199 

Rescue Police .... 192.621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 198. B91228 

Blood Bant 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Public Security Directorate 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 


Waicr and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

l directory assistance J 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs..... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs fMlOl 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority .. 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Queen Alia fail. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Amn, ... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 


Palestine, Shmcisani 

Shrtiriunj Hospital " 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali “ 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn .... 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich ... 

Army. Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital .. 
Zarqa National Hospital 
Ibn Situ Hospital ... 
ZRBID: 

Pnucess Banna Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital .. 
AQABA: * 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 


. 664 1 71/4 
... 06913] 
... 845845 

■ 667227/9 
666127/37 

■ 664164/6 
• 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
- 674155 

(09)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 

102)275555 

(02) 272275 
102)247100 

(03) 314111 


eEt::::::; 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fUs per kg. 


Beans . — * JW/Z5U 

Broad beats'""' 

c«to a?/ » 

85*“ S'* 

GSriicT ^ 160/120 

Grapefruit v 300/200 

LenW7 160/120 

Marrow (lareeV 200/150 

Onio“(dof ) .;; 230/180 

Pepper fhotl 200/160 

g&tSo:::: 

Potato 270/200 

‘Spinach . " 270/220 

Mandarin 120/ 80 

Tomatoes 220/180 

_ 280/220 ■ 
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Queen Noor attends 
graduation of new 
batch of policewomen 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
group of 45 policewomen gradu- 
ated here Monday at a ceremony 
attended by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor after completing a training 
course in police work, adminis- 
trative tasks and other skills 
i associated with policewomen's 
3 work at different departments. 

The Queen watched the gradu- 
ates parade and carry out a per- 
formance of their different skills, 
such as the use of weapons, 
storming buildings and freeing 
. hostages and other skills. 

She distributed diplomas to the 
graduates and awards to those 
excelling in their courses. 

The graduates have undergone 
training in martial arts such as 
judo and karate, fencing, physical 
fitness and sports. They also received 
military training and theoretical 
lectures on Jordanian laws and 
police work, according to Major 
Husnieh Shahin, commander of 
."i the Jordanian Women Police 
’ Force. 


She said that the new batch of 
policewomen wiU take up their 
posts alongside men and women 
who have pledged to ensure 
further security and stability for 
their counrry. 

Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director General Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali and senior police 
officers were present at the gra- 
duation ceremony. 

Before the ceremony the 
Queen called at the PSD Head- 
quarters and was briefed on the 
process of improvements and 
modernisation which is going on 
at 'all PSD-affiliated centres. 

Queen Noor toured different 
departments and was briefed by 
police officers on their functions 
and duties. 

The graduates will be em- 
ployed to carry out traffic duties, 
or will be stationed at various 
departments including the PSD 
offices, airports and border 




NATIONAL NEWS 


CONDOLENCES: His Majesty King Hussein Monday delegated 
the Karak governor to convey his condolences to Al Qussous family 
over the death of the late Bishara Salman Qussous. (Petra) 

PLANS IN MAD ABA DISTRICT: The Madaba district governor 
Monday discussed with Imleih Municipal Council issues pertaining to 
the council's work plan, including the council's budget and the 
provision of services to all parts in the town. Khreisat called on the 
council to set up development projects and to plant forest and fruit 
bearing trees at the entrances of the town. (Petra) 

JD 314,000 NAF GRANT: The National Aid Fund (NAF) last year 
granted JD 314,000 as recurrent cash assistance, to 1.179 families and 
JD 20.860 as cash assistance for 58 foster families in Amman 
Govemorate. The fund also spent JD 5,350 on the vocational 
rehabilitation programme for four cases and JD 1,780 for the physical 
rehabilitation of 25 cases. (Petra) 

IDB GRANTS 98 LOANS: The Industrial Development Bank 
(IDB) last year granted 98 loans amounting to JD 11,394,000 to 
finance the fixed assets and to purchase raw material for local 
industries. The volume of 1989 loans increased in 1988 by 47.7 per 
cent over the 1987 loans. (Petra) 

FRIENDS OF POLICE: Director of Zarka Police Department 
Col. Abdul Hamid Irsheid Monday attended the graduation of 85 
female trainees of the friends of police, who have completed two 
weeks of training during which they received lectures on duties of the 
public security men. means of combatting crimes and traffic 
regulations. (Petra) 

JD 1.8 M POJECTS IN MAFRAQ: Mafraq municipality has 
carried out services and development projects at a cost of JD 
1,800,000 during the year 1988, Mafraq Mayor Abdullah Basbous 
said Monday. The projects included asphalting of roads, construction 
of embankments, pavements and public gardens,' in addition to a 
market for vegetables and fruits, car parking area, sheep pens 
(enclosures), the crafts area, the illumination of general streets. 
(Petra) 

CHARITY BAZAAR: Minister of Social Development Fawwaz 
Touqan Monday opened a charity bazaar organised in Zarqa by Al 
Ikhlass Charitable Society at Hittin Refugee Camp. The two week 
bazaar displays handicrafts, artificial flowers, children's toys and 
books. Later the minister distributed diplomas to 30 female 
graduates of a dressmaking training course organised by the society. 
The Zarqa governor and senior officials were among the guests at the 
ceremony. (Petra) 

MINISTRY RECEIVES CHICK PEAS: The Ministry of Supply 
announced the arrival at its stores of sufficient amounts of chick peas 
imported from Syria and Turkey. It said that merchants and 
restaurants wishing to buy chick peas can do that at the ministry 
warehouses for JD 185 a tonne to be sold at retail price of 200 fils a 
kilogramme for all consumers. (Petra) 

APC MAKES JD 6 M PROFIT: The Arab Potash Company 
(AFC) achieved an amount of JD 6 million in profits for the year 
1988, according to APC sources. The company's revenues from the 
1 ,309,627 tonnes of potash sold to 20 countries, amounted to JD 1 13 
million. TTie source added that the quantity produced last year 
exceeded the company's targetted production by 109,627 tonnes. The 
APC production plan for this year is 1.4 million tonnes. (Petra) 

Karak to celebrate 
Arbor Day on Jan. 8 


KARAK (Petra) — Karak Gov- 
emorate will celebrate Arbor 
Day on Jan. 8, according to a 
decision taken by a meeting 
chaired by Karak Governor 
Mohammad Shobaki. 

He said that 20.000 forest and 
fruit tree saplings will be planted 
at the newly created handicraft 
zone near Karak, as well as 
around schools and in public 
places in Karak, Qaser, Mazar 
and other areas of the govemo- 


The Agriculture Department 
director here said that a plan has 
been laid down for greening all 
pans of the Karak Govemorate. 

Naour district is also celebrat- 
ing’ Arbor Day along with other 
towns in the country. The district 
governor said tree-planting cere- 
monies will be held Jan. 20. 

Arbor Day falls Jan. 15 this 
year when official tree-planting 
ceremonies normally are held in 
Amman and in its suburbs. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the dailv Arabic press . Readers are ad\ised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

<r An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Farouk Lambaz 
at Alia Art Gallery — 5:30 p.m. 

* The Jordanian plastic art exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ The Iraqi Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salam Al Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
children’s pai n tin g s and children’s literary and cultural books, 
at the Royal Cultural Centred 

BAZAAR 

☆ A charity bazaar that includes wooden handicrafts, embroider- 
ies, artificial flowers, children’s toys and cultural books at 
Ala’a Centre, Hittin Refugee Camp. 

FILM 

■fir A scientific film on the mechanism and functions of the brain at 
the American Centre — 7:00 p.m. 



Hindwai inspects Tawjihi 
exam halls in Tafileh 


TAFILEH (Petra, J.T.) — Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education Thouqan Hindawi Mon- 
day visited Tafileh district in southern Jordan and 
inspected examination halls where Tawjihi students 
are currently taking an examination session set by 
the Ministry of Education for the 1988-1989 school 
year. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday attends the graduation of a new batch of policewomen in 
Amman. 

Prince Hassan calls for council 
to coordinate health services 


The minister met with students 
and enquired from them about 
the standard of questions and the 
general conditions surrounding 
the examination hails. 

The minister enquired in par- 
ticular about the English lan- 
guage, mathematics and physics 
examinations which the students 
have already sat for in the light of 
comments published in the Ara- 
bic daily newspapers. Columnists 
in these dailies have been con- 
veying complaints by students ab- 
out the difficult sets of questions 
especially in physics given to the 
Tawjihi students in "the current 
examination session. 


Replies to such complaints 
from ministry officails gave assur- 
ances that all questions for the 
examination were within the re- 
quired subjects and textbooks 
assigned for the student^. 

During his tours, the minister 
said he wanted to make sure that 
the examinations were going on 
according to plan, to hear the 
complaints and remarks directly 
from the students themselves and 
to listen to the comments on the 
general circumstances and condi- 
tions at the examination halls. 

At the end of the tour Hindawi 
met with the Tafileh governor 
and heard demands and requests 


about improving the general edu- 
cational conditions in the Tafileh 
area, the school buildings needed 
there; and those which will be 
built in implementation of the 
national educational conference 
resolutions of last year. 

Hindawi was accompanied on 
the tour by the director of ex- 
aminations and other officials 
from the Ministry of Education. 

A total of 5S.6IS male and. 
female students are taking the 
current session of the Tawjihi 
examinations which ends on Jan. 
9. 1989. 

There will be another session 
for the Tawjihi students in June, 
and the final results will be ex- 
pected a month later, will before 
the universities begin the autumn 
semester. 

The Ministry' of Education, 
which organised the examina- 
tions, has "made available a total 
of 768 halls in different governo- 
rates of which 254 are located in 
the Amman region. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday called for developing the 
health system with its preventive 
and curative branches and for 
creating an intermediate council 
for coordinating and integrating 
efforts of all the parties con- 
cerned with health. 

At a meeting attended by De- 
puty Prime Minister and Educa- 
tion. Minister Thouqan Hindawi, 
ministers of Health and Planning, 
presidents of the Jordan universi- 
ties and secretaries general of the 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology and the ministries of 


4 Arab countries discuss 
air transport federation 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Contact 
are currently underway between 
representatives of the national air 
carriers in Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 
and Kuwait to form an Arab 
Federation for Air Transport and 
Shipping, Director of the Iraqi 
Airways Noureddine Safi Ham- 
mad said Monday. 

Hamraad added that repre- 
sentatives for the Royal Jorda- 
nian, Iraqi Airways, Egypt Air, 
and Kuwait Airline will meet 
later this month in Baghdad to 
discuss the proposed federation, 
which the four countries will 
serve as its nucleus. 


However, Hammad noted, 
membership in the federation will 
be open to all Arab countries. 

Once established, the flights 
between the contracting countries 
will be considered as internal 
flights and as such the flight rates 
will be lower than the current 
flight rates, because it will allow 
each company to perform a spe- 
cialised task, thus contributing to 
saving bard currency. The prop- 
osed federation will open up new 
scopes for Arab airline com- 
panies to fly to various world 
destinations. 


Planning, Education and Higher 
Education, Prince Hassan stres- 
sed the need for coordinating 
efforts in the field of social ser- 
vices through the establishment 
of a special council comprising 
the secretaries generals of the 
ministries concerned. 

Such a council is needed for 
uniting the decision making body 
and for speeding up the imple- 
mentation of the recommenda- 
tions of various development 
seminars. 

Prince Hassan also called for 
chrystallising a specific concept 
for creating a general secretariat 
to be in charge of coordinating 
economic activities of the private 
sector. The Crown Prince called 
on the Jordanian universities to 
lay the foundations for dialogue 
on contemporary issues among 
the university students and for 
setting up a centre to assist the 
secondary stage students in 
selecting the right disciplines. 



Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi listens to remarks by a student 


taking Tawjihi examinations in Tafileh Monday 
(Petra photo) 


6,598 people killed, 103,780 Injured 
in 177,128 road accidents since 1970 


Jordan air fares rise 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan has in- 
creased the price of airline tickets 
bought in the country by 28 per 
cent to offset the adjustment in 
the value of the Jordanian dinar 
and to deter speculators, an offi- 
cial said Monday. 

The increase, ordered by the 
Civil Aviation Authority, is effec- 
tive from Jan. 1 and will apply to 
Royal Jordanian and foreign air- 
lines. he said. 

G hassan Ali, Royal Jordanian 
vice-president for sales and 
marketing, said people from out- 
side Jordan had been buying tick- 
ets at a 40 per cent discount 
compared with international 
prices. 

“The aim is to absorb the 
difference in the exchange value 


of the dinar and to adjust the 
imbalance in fares which had led 
to many passengers from outside 
Jordan buying tickets here for 40 
per cent less than corresponding 
fares elsewhere,” AJi said. 

Ali said the increase would 
depress sales of tickets for leisure 
trips but would not affect busi- 
ness or official travel. 

Royal Jordanian Chairman Ali 
Ghandour has said increased tick- 
et sales abroad shpuld compen- 
sate for any local decline. 

Last month he forecast that the 
airline would carry 1.5 million 
passenge* ; in ’989, 200,000 more 
than last >. ... and make a net 
profit of JD 1.6 million ($3.4 
million), compared to JD 1.9 
million (S4.0 million) in 1988. 


JVA approves plan 
for housing units 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) board 
Monday approved plans for hous- 
ing units in the Jordan Valley 
region and said that more than 
1,000 land units will be distri- 
buted for housing to local inhabi- 
tants who had earlier applied for 
them. 

The meeting, which was 
chaired by Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Ahmad Dakhqan, said 

that 1,038 units of land will be 
distributed as follows: 381 units 
for Thahr Al Ramel district, 297 
units for Al Rabie district, 70 
units for Dirar and 280 plots for 
Al Balawneh district. 

The board also derided on a set 
of measures for the distribution 
of housing units to the Jordan 
Valley inhabitants. 

These beneficiaries will be the 
farmers actually involved in agri- 
cultural work and living on their 
own lands, those of them who 
work there but do not live in the 
valley though they own pieces of 
land there, as well ais those far- 
mers who do not own any land 
and do not live there. 

These were grouped into six 
different categories according to 
the statement following the 
meeting. 

It said that farmers in the first, 
second, fourth and fifth categor- 
ies can buy land at JD 200 a unit, 
while JD 125 will be paid for 


every unit for those in third categ- 
ory and JD 250 for those in sixth 
category. 

The statement made it clear that 
each of the units must be 288 
square metres in area but addition- 
al areas can be sold to the fanners 
at the rate of 800 fils per square 
metre. 

The board said beneficiaries 
have three months to pay for 
rheir plots of land otherwise they 
will be- given to others according 
to the statement. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The total 
number of road accidents in Jor- 
dan from 1970 until the end 1987 
stood at 177,128 which resulted in 
the death of 6259S people and the 
injury of 103.780 according to 
Colonel Husni Ala'uddin, the 
director of the Traffic Depart- 
ment. 

He said 1985 claimed the high- 
est figure of casualties — 524 
killed and 9,100 injured — from 
road accidents in the Kingdom, 
Ala'uddin noted in a seminar 
organised by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, recently. 

The ’seminar was organised in 
view of a government decision to 
enforce the use of seat belts in all 
vehicles as of this month. 

The use of seat belts while 
travelling by car can be in- 
strumental in saving lives of many 
people. A survey conducted id 
. Britain recently showed that seat 
belts reduced injuries for front 
seat passengers by 26 per cent 
and reduced death rates by 23 per 
cent, Ala’uddin noted. 

He said that Australia was the 
first country to impose a law on 
the use of seat belts in 1972 
followed by New Zealand and the 
practice has beeD applied in all 
European countries, the United 
States and Canada since then. 

In Jordan he said a law was 
passed in 1983 enforcing the use 
of seat belts but there, were 
amendments to the law in 1985 
and 1987. 

Ala'uddin said that the human 
element is the most important 
and human rights were proved in 
the past to be responsible for 
most of the road accidents, either 
through carelessness or through 
neglect to check their cars to 
ensure that they were fit for the 
road. 

Health Minister Zuhair 


Malhas, who served as president 
of the Jordan Society for the 
Prevention of Road Accidents, 
said that prevention is always 
better than 'cure and the seat belts 
can save a lot of people from 
danger. They can also save efforts 
and cost of dealing with injuries 
that might result from accidents 


on the road. 

Malhas denied that seat belts 
can have any adverse effects on 
pregnant women and said that the 
seat belts had been proven to give 
100 per cent protection for chil- 
dren. 

• On the whole, he said, seat 
belts are sure to protect passen- 


gers from head and neck injuries 
which more often than not lead to 
unconsciousness. 

Malhas demanded that cam- 
paigns to spread awareness 
among the public, especially chil- 1 
dren. should be launched and 
fines should be imposed on those 
who violate the law. 



Scenes from road accidents in Jordan in the recent past (file photos) 


New regulations issued 
for transit vehicles 



AMMAN (Petra) — The Cus- 
toms Department has issued new 
regulations for all types of vehi- 
cles and means 1 of transport pas- 
sing through Jordanian territory 
in transit, and said they were 
designed to facilitate the vehicles’ 
passage and avoid stopping for 
inspection. . 

According to the new rules all 
covered vehicles should be qual- 
ified to cany goods overland,, 
should allow for official seals' to 
be easily affixed on them, should 
not have concealed cavities where 
anything can be concealed, there 
should be a partition between the 
driver's compartment and tbe 
goods compartment and - that 


arrangements should be made so 
that none of tbe sealed goods can 
be taken out or anything added to 
them on the way. 

The new regulations stipulate 
that the cover over the trans- 
ported commodities should be in 
good condition, not torn in any 
part, it should be made of strong 
linen or doth covered with plastic 
and sufficient for the whole load. 

Tbe regulations stipulated that 
all parts of the containers car- 
rying the goods be fixed and 
immovable and that the doors 
should firmly shut and allow for a 
customs seal to be placed easily 
on them. 
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One law for all 


LIBYA'S offer to submit its factory accused by Washington 
of manufacturing chemical weapons to international inspec- 
tion is a good opener to defuse the anxiety, that has built up 
and fanned by various rircJes over the true nature of the 
plant in question. Such a Libyan offer should not be rejected 
outright as Washington has done. If the Libyan initiative is 
incomplete, those concerned should submit counter offers 
instead of taking precipitous reaction to the situation. 

In view of the fact that Tripoli maintains that the complex 
in question is for peaceful purposes and specifically to 
produce medicine rather than poison gas as alleged by 
Washington, the matter should be resolved by inspection to 
the satisfaction of all sides. To be sure, the manufacture and 
use of chemical weapons had been outlaws in the wake of 
World War I. The decision to forbid their production and 
deployment was not taken lightly or for artificial reasons. 
The international community 1 has a vested humanitarian 
reasons to make sure that such weapons continue to be 
outlawed not only de jure but also de facto. And when a 
genuine dispute arises about any country's behaviour and 
practice with regard to such weapons, international inspec- 
tion should be resorted to settle the issues of fact arising 
from such a dispute. As in the case of Libya, the conflict that 
persisted is apparently hinged on the frequency of any such 
independent inspection. If the concern over the Libyan plant 
in question can be dispelled by maintaining periodic 
vigilance over the factory in dispute, then be it. Likewise 
other countries should also offer to place their chemical 
complexes to similar surveillance. It is unfair to put some 
countries under strict control while others are left free to 
repudiate the intents and purposes of the international 
treaty outlawing chemical weapons. 

And come to think of it, why has Washington singled oat 
chemical weapons from the list of other mass destructive 
weapons threatening humanity. To be more specific, why 
Israel's nuclear arsenal escaped international attention and 
concern when the destructive effects of such weapons are no 
less painful and inhumamtarian than chemical weapons. 
Surely it must have crossed the minds of all those who shed 
crocodile tears over the spread of chemical weapons that 
such a weapons system is a poor countries' answer to the 
threat of nuclear weapons that ominously looms on their 
horizon. The concern over chemical weapons and their 
spread would become more credible if the Western capitals 
would move with similar vigour against the manufacture 
and deployment of nuclear weapons. If anything, nuclear 
weapons are more destructive than chemical weapons. On 
legal terms, nuclear weapons have also been declared 
unlawful by many international instruments. To cite only a 
few, tbe Protocols, adopted in 1977, to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 have rendered the deployment of 
nucicar weapons as contrary to the letter and spirit of the 
protocols. That is why the superpowers have yet to ratify the 
said protocols. And that is why developing countries 
continue to be tempted to manufacture chemical weapons. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


The economic crisis in Israel lies at the heart of an editorial 
tackled hv AI Ra*i Arabic daily Monday. No sooner had the Israeli 
leaders got over the issue of forming a coalition government than 
it found itself embroiled in an -economic crisis of serious 
dimensions, said the paper, it said that the current economic 
difficulties come as a natural result of the long standing evil 
policies and repressive measures Israel has adopted over the years 
and coincide with an intensification of its isolation front the rest of 
the world due to its intransigent stance with regard to peace. The 
economic crisis in Israel reflects the aggressive policies Tel Aviv 
continues to pursue and i:s occupation of Arab land and lust for 
expansion at the expense of Arab countries, the paper added. 
There can be no doubt that the Palestinian uprising, now in its 
second year had played an instrumental role in creating difficul- 
ties for the Israeli leadership both on the political and military 
fronts and paved the way for the current economic dilemma, the 
paper noted. It said that the Arab labourers refrain from working 
at Israeli factories. The Palestinian people’s rejection of Israeli 
made goods and the shrinking of production have had their 
devastating effect on the Israeli economy. 


W riling in Al Ra’i daily Mahmoud Al Rimawi comments the 
Egyptian authorities for allowing the Arab Bar Federation to 
appoint a lawyer to defend Khaled Abdul Nasser, son of the late 
President Jamal Abdul Nasser who is To be tried for his 
involvement in anti 'government activities. Rimawi says that the 
decision was a very wise step proving that Egypt is not only 
adhering to democratic eunducr but is determined to enhance 
pan-Arab strategies and to find its way back to the Arab fold. 
Khaled Abdul Nasser is facing trial for taking steps to re-organise 
and rectify policies which had been planned by Anwar Sadat who 
signed a peace treaty with Israel — which was considered as an 
anti-Arab move, the writer notes. He says that Khaled Abdul 
Nasser has been supported through political groups inside and 
outside Egypt and his ideas arc being upheld by a large sector of 
the Arab masses. The Egyptian authorities, the'writei points out 
have responded favourably to this and did not rush the trial, a 
move considered as very sensible and one that thwarted the evil 
objectives of Israel whose secret agents had failed to assassinate 
Khaled who is now abroad. 


AJ Dusfour newspaper wrote Monday Israel’s continued drive to 
implement us repressive actions against the Arab population. 
Israel s deportation of a new group of Arab activists, it said, was 
another crime to be committed against the oppressed people of 
Palestine, and another move to try to stifle the spirit of resistance 
to occupation. The deportation of the 13 Arabs comes in the wake 
of a long senes of atrocities committed dailv in the occupied 
territories and complements such actions as demolishing of 
homes, detention, starving refugees, and sieges imposed on towns 
and villages, the paper noted. It said that Israel’s criminal actions 
tux * been on the increase since the creation of the Palestine state 
and since the moment when Palestinian leaders announced their 
commitments to achieve peace, 


Israel must take first step for truce 

international peace conferee «d gg 
ing the PLO in lie moral of the 

all the Arab territories occupies in 


CONSIDERABLE heated debate ensued from the proposal to 
declare a mice in the occupied territories which gained currency 
when Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij first suggested it on the eve of 
Christmas. Mayor Freij might have been motivated by tbe spirit 
of Christmas when he made this proposal or he ‘may nave 
calculated that such an idea would enhance the chances of peace 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. One can think of millions of 
reasons why such an opinion should be defeated and concurrently' 
submit other millions of explanations why this suggestion should 
be given a try in order to give peace a chance. But whether one is 
for or against the idea it would be presumptuous on the people 
from without the -occupied territories to pass a judgment on a 
phenomenon which essentially came to being frqm within the 
occupied territories. In other words, the final word on this issue 
must be made by the Palestinians who have waged the uprising for 
more than one year with much to show for their revolt. They are 
the individuals and people who experienced the bitter-sweet taste 
of their intifada and are accordingly the better judges of when it 


Should start and when it should stop. After all, the uprising was a 
spontaneous internal struggle that flared up not by outside orders 
or instructions but rather by local sentiment spurred by the 
bitterness of occupation and the denial of the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people as espoused by international legitimacy. 

Come to think of it, if one applies the logic of the Afghan 
government's offer made public on New Year’s Eve to observe a 
'unilateral ceasefire in a bid to establish the appropriate environ- 
ment for the quest for peace in that war-tom country, one would 
suggest that the occupying Israeli forces should be the party to 
declare a unilateral truce in the occupied territories, by stopping 
their oppression and the killing of Palestinian civilians, who are, 
by and large, boys and girls. If Israel can ever be persuaded to 
observe such a truce, it would open many avenues for construct- 
ing on such a unilateral Israeli truce with a view to accelerating 
the process of dialogue. Other options are also available to Israel. 
It can signal its willingness to deescalate the situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip by accepting to participate at the projected 


• , ■ nartv to a conflict should take the 

story is that the truce till the weaker side senses 
initiative by observmga emana ting from its adversary are 
that the messages and sisals emananng y are 
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Shaking off the shadows of the past 



Israel’s biggest challenge 




In the second of two articles, John West reflects the feelings of' 
Israelis he encountered over the Christmas holidays. The first article 
appeared Monday . Jan. 2. 


reign < 

notice the effects of the intifada 
on the Israelis about ten seconds 
after crossing the King Hussein 
Bridge. A smartly turned out 
young officer steps on board, 
says, “Good, morning, everyone" 
in a cheery American accent and 
smiles at as many people as he 
can without twisting his neck. 
The propaganda war is on. 

Throughout the crossover, offi- 
cials take huge pains to be polite 
and friendly, even as they meticu- 
lously go through their paces. A 
young woman conscript checks 
the handbag of a tourist as though 
they were comparing fashion 
notes in tbe toilet at a restaurant. 
The officer compliments you on 
the photograph in your passport. 
.There is the ritual joke as every 
camera owner is asked to take a 
photograph of the ceiling in the 
inspection lobby. Well-rehearsed 
amiability pervades the air. 

As you step out into the open, 
however, the cbeeriness vanishes 
into thin air. While tbe Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank are 
friendly, confident with fore- 
igners, and eager to talk, the 
Israelis are closed and suspicious. 
The world political stage, where 
the Palestinians are taking the 
initiative while the Israelis sit 
sullenly by, is mirrored on the 
individual level. 

In an Arab cafe in Occupied 
Jerusalem, when T asked for the 


nearest paper shop only to find 
that they were all closed, the 
owner gave me the paper he had 
been reading' himself. In Israeli 
cafes, the waitress might ask for 
the money for your coffee before 
you begin drinking.it. 

Wandering through the bars of 
West Jerusalem at night, you 
immediately notice how young 
everyone is. Sixteen year old girls 
with specially torn jeans flounce 
by. The boys; with greased back 
hair, drink beer from the bottle, 
smoke self consciously and try to 
look mean. The area seems more 
American than America. Every 
night like a huge high school 
graduation dance — frenetic 
energy, and an underlying sensa- 
tion that something is coming to 
an end. There is no room for 
talking here, and no time — this 
is “The Good Life." 


have yarmulkas 'set at a rakish 
angle on their beads as they roam 
through the streets in packs — 
slanted like a beret and some- 
times clipped to the front of their 
hair, rather than in its traditional 
position on the crown of the 
head. In West Jerusalem, it is 
chic to be religious. 

Guns are everywhere. Soldiers 
appear in nightclubs, with their 
guns slung over their shoulders, 
and you only know for sure that 
they are off duty when they start 
bobbing up and down to the 
music. 


— A Sephardi Jew is small talk- 
ing with two Palestinians in fluent 
Arabic, asking them about their 
jobs and salaries. When they get 
up and leave, I start talking to 
him — he answers me in pigeon 
English. . 

“Why don’t you speak with me 
in Arabic?” I ask him. "It's much 
better than your English.’ 

He shrugs, "I speak it v 
have to," he replies. 


when I 


— In an empty corner bar. a 
group of young men are sitting 
around making music. One plays 
the guitar, and another the har- 
monica while a third, sprawled in 
the comer, sings softly as he 
strokes a black puppy. The mood 
is relaxed and they play well — 
the barman has sat down to listen 
to them. Their repertoire is folky 
and sixties — Neil Young, and 
protest songs. They sing a song 
about Steve Biko, and you feet 
that something, somewhere has 
gone wrong — what are Israel's 
anti-establishment rebels, its 
angry young men, going to do 
about the injustice half a mile 
away at the gates of the Old City, 
let alone South Africa? -But these 
young men are not angry — .they 


Old City are perpetually nervous. 
Often they arc little more than 
children, dwarfed by their equip- 
ment and their responsibilities. 

“Merry Christmas", one of 
them shouts in our faces we walk 
through the Damascus Gate at 
one in the morning, jumping out 
from behind the stone doorway. 
He causes no actual problems, 
but his barely concealed aggres- 
sion suggests that he would have 
liked to. Young European tour- 
ists have been shouting the same 
thing all evening, no doubt with 
the same aggressive undertones 
("... you fascists”). 

In the mornings, their guns and 
packs, sticking out behind them, 
often get tangled up in the bustle 
as they walk through the crowded 
souk. 


tend we are exactly the same. If 
vou are against us, we don t want 
to talk to you anyway. 


are sad and listless. As we tty to 
join in, they ignore us — they 
have had enough of foreigners. 


Many of the teenaged boys — The soldiers on guard in the 



— In a hostel in Old City of 
Jerusalem. Israel’s young guest 
workers gather for the Christmas 
holidays, and to lick their 
wounds. Only ten years ago they 
flocked to the Kibbutzes in their 
thousands, the world's travelling 
youth, eager to experience and 
experiment with the ideals of a 
community life. They still come 
now. hut in smaller numbers and 
for different reasons. 

“Y,ou can. get work the same 
day." says an Australian girl... 
"We spend the summer going 
round Europe, then come here 
for the winter to work in the bars 
or whatever and save some 
money, and then on to India the 
next summer." Young foreigners 
form a second, temporary under- 
class in the Israeli economy, 
alongside the permanent Palesti- 
nians. 

The sitting room abounds with 
siories of soldiers and shootings 
— in five years Israel has changed 
from being the new, open, radical 
hope of the future to being an 
oppressive outpost of racism in 
the eyes of young idealists like 
these.. 

A young woman who works on 
a kibbutz, says loudly that she 
thinks what the army is doing in 
the intifada “is disgusting. And 
another thing — the Arabs are 
good people, I don’t care what 
anybody says” — in a buzzing 
alleyway of bars. 30 Israelis are 
standing within 5 metres of us. 
but none of them rises io the 
challenge. 

An us and them mentality is 
developing between all Jews and 
non-Jews in Israel, not just Israeli 
Jews and Palestinian Arabs. The 
Israelis unspoken declaration to 
the foreigner runs roughly as fol- 
lows: 

You are either with us or 
against us. If you are with us, 
then there is no need to discuss 
anything — we can pass pleasan- 
tries about the beauty of the 
country, the nightlife, and pre- 


Racism. The word is so 

emotionally charged that it is 
rarely used except in accusation, 
hurled across a political divide by 
sworn enemies. Yet the true 
meaning of the word lies beyond 
isms and ologies, in the everyday 
activities of normal people going 
about their business. 

“We hate the Arabs and they 
hate us. We want to kill them and 
they want to kill us. That’s the 
way it is.” The speaker is a post 
office clerk in Tel Aviv, who has 
noticed that all the parcels of 
coffee and sweets I am wrapping 
to send as presents have Arabic 
writing on them (having not had 
time to post them in Occupied 
Jerusalem). Ii is not hate, howev- 
er, that shows on her face, but 
simply resignation to the ways of 
the world, which naive foreigners 
can’t be expected to understand. 
“I used to go into the Old City in 
Jerusalem. But now, since the 
intifada, we can’t — they want to 
kill all of us, women and children. 
You believe they want peace?” 

When was the last time she 
talked to an Arab for more than 
five minutes? ‘ . 

“I don’t like to talk to them. I 
know what they are like.” 


Tel Aviv that racism is a natural 
consequence, not just of Israel’s 
function as a Zionist state, but of 
its history as a settler state. 

Like all settler states, estab- 
lished in the teeth of fierce local 
opposition, tbe world view of tbe 
original settlers becomes fossil- 


ised into the status <juo, part of 


the essential fabric of that socie- 
ty. Israel does indeed have a 
working democracy among its 
settler population, because 
democracy was amohg the cher- 
ished values of the European 
intellectuals who founded it in tbe 
1940’s. Among the rest of their 
cultural baggage, however, was 
the racism endemic among all* 
sectors of European and Arner-E*] 
ican society in that period — and 
while the old empires have been 
disbanded, and the American 
Civil Rights Movement has per- 
manently altered the way ethnic 
minorities are viewed in tbe 
West, these developments have 
largely bypassed Israel^ the set- 
tler state. In a sense, it is Israel’s 
very wish to belong to the West, 
or what it imagines tbe West to 
be, that cripples its evolution. 

In Tel Aviv clean buses run on 
time, working phone booths 
stand on every street comer, and 
everyone speaks English — irre- 
futable evidence to. the Israelis 
that they’ are** a civilised people, 
and stand ' with 1 the civilised 
world. “The Arabs" are mere 


Bv£F 


THF. 


— Why, 1 ask a group of 
people in a Tel Aviv bar. is it 
impossible to talk to people in 
Jerusalem? 

“Because they are living under- 
tension", says a young photogra- 
phy student, with long uncombed 
hair and a loose, baggy jumper. 
“And there are too many reli- 
gious people there — it is more 
relaxed here.” 

But why are the Arabs so open , 
so confident, I continue, trying to 
manoeuvre to the real topic of 
conversation. 

"The Arabs are silly, they will 
say anything ,” she says dismis- 
sively. The bright, pleasant, 
open-minded individual crumples 
in an instant, crushed beneath the 
weight of decades of indoctrina- 
tion. 

If this is the unchanging nature 
of “the Arab." then why did this 
openness and confidence only 
bring about the intifada last year? 

She reflects for a moment, and 
then admits"! don’t know. We 
don’t know the Arabs.” 

Later, they ask me to say some- 
thing in Arabic, anything. 

"This maybe the first time you 
hear the Arabic language from 
someone you consider as a 
friend," I slowly intone. They 
guess the meaning. 


natives in the nineteenth century 
colonial sense of the word, pri- 
vileged to be under the tutelage 
of Israel. The intifada is the 
ungrateful tantrum of unruly chil- 
dren. It is no coincidence that so 
many of the West Bank settlers 
are American-born — it is like 
reliving ■ the legend of the Wild 
West. 

Happily, this is not the mind 
set of all Israelis. Unhappily, it is 
still the prevailing view, the view 
the establishment acts upon. It is 
the loudest voice among the 
many that conflict in this confus- 
ing country. 
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— “We cannot trust them,” 
the student said sadly. "Cannot” 
indeed — the Jews’ fate down the 
ages hardly encourages the art o: 
trusting. Now, however, if onl 
for their own sake, they must 
learn. 
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— It may strike the visitor to 


— "Tell us some secrets", they 
joke in Tel Aviv as I tell them I 
am leaving to get the bus back to 
Jerusalem, and then to Amman. 
“You must know, all the secret ■ 
.information." 

“I’ll tell you one of the biggest 
secrets in Israel,” I reply. They 
lean forward, expectant 

"They — the Palestinians — 
want peace." 

I hope they understood. 
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Salinas kicks over hornet’s nest on church-state ties 


By Eloy O. Aguilar 

The Associated Press 


MEXICO CITY — President 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari has 
triggered a political uproar by 
hinting that his government wants 
to normalise relations with the 
Roman Catholic Church, an enti- 
ty that legally does not even exist 
in Mexico. 

The church, which has not 
faded despite the strictures of 
the Mexican constitution, wel- 
comed the move. Conservative 
parties favoured a debate to rede- 
fine the church's status, while 
critics said the government 
should remain true to the con- 
stitution’s ideals. 

The ruling Institutional Re-‘ 
volutionary Party, or PRI, is itself 
tom between the new president's 
wishes and loyalty to the memory 
of the constitution's framers, the 
PRI's political forefathers. 

Congresswoman Socorro Diaz, 
director of El Dia, a newspaper 
sponsored by the PRI's left 
wing, said the "reopening of a 
debate settled by history... does 


not strengthen national unity and 


creates disagreement and con- 
frontation among Mexicans." 
Some saw Salinas* move as 


another effort to widen his gov- 
ernment’s support at a time when 
his party is losing much of its 
traditional backing among labour 
and the middle class. Salinas took 
office on Dec. 1 after an election 
victory last July that is still dis- 
puted by his opponents. 

The church-state issue also di- 
vides the opposition. During a 
debate in congress, conservative 
delegates shouted “fanatic,” 
"Robespierre’’ and "son of 
Lenin” at left-wing delegates who 
opposed the move. 

It is one of Mexico's contradic- 
tions that a country with a largely 
Catholic population has an offi- 
cially anti-clerical government. 
But the government ignores tech- 
nical violations of the law by the 
church in order to maintain poli- 
tical peace. 

The Mexican constitution rati- 
fied in 1917 by the triumphant 
forces of the Mexican Revolution 
went beyond separation of church 
and state as it is known in the 
United States. It denied the 
church any legal status and tried 
to eliminate church influence. 

"The law does not recognise 
the religious associations known 
as churches,” says one of the 
paragraphs of article 130 of the 


constitution. 

The revolutionaries — peasant 
and labour leaders and generals 
with a strong anti-church bias — 
saw the church as part of a 
landowning establishment that 
had oppressed the population. 
The church saw them as Godless 
-destroyers of an established 
order. 

Priests are forbidden to vote, 
speak or write- about politics or 
the government. They cannot 
teach, churches cannot own prop- 
erty and the government can de- 
termine the number of priests in 
each state. No foreign priest can 
work in Mexico. Public displays 
of religion are forbidden. 

Yet the church runs schools 
and universities where children of 
government leaders study, priests 
in fact write opinion columns and 
vote and presidents hold closed 
meetings with bishops. 

Mexico remains the most 
Catholic country In the hemis- 
phere, Catholic Spain’s favourite 
child^ Every year, millions par- 
ticipate in public processions to 
the Basilica of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, Patron Saint of 
Mexico. 

Two million listened in an awe- 
some silence when Pope John 



Carlos Salinas de Gortari 


Paul II spoke at a public mass 
here. He stayed for a week on his 
fitst visit to the American conti- 
nent. 

In the late 1920s Catholics 
launched the Cristero Revolt be- 
cause of government persecution. 
A church hero of that era is 
Father Miguel Pro. a Jesuit priest 
executed by the government, who 
was beatified in November. 

Salinas indicated the govern- 
ment should acknowledge the 
church’s large, following in his 
inaugural speech on Dec. 1. He 
said that a “modern state main- 


tains transparency (in dealings) 
and modernises its relationship 
with unions, business groups, 
news organisations... and the 
church.” 

It was the first time in the 
history of modern Mexico that a 
president publicly acknowledged 
the church as part of society 
Sitting in the gallery, also for the 
first time, were representatives of 
the church — Cardinal Ernesto 
Compio Ahumada, four other 
bishops and Papal Nuncio Mon- 
signor Girolamo Prigjone. 

A few days later Interior Minis- 
ter Fernando Gutierrez Barrios 
caused front-page headlines by 
pubhely declaring, “the church 
exists. The debate has since 
gotten heavy coverage in the 

piL C °t n ? ress ’ Popu,ar Socialist 
Party delegate Alfredo Reyes 
Contreras said even the presence ' 
of prelates at the inauguration 
had violated the Mexicln con” 

But the issue also causes split. 
?" *<■ left- A leader of the 
Unified Socialist Party Gilbert- 
Rincon Gallardo. a Cathohc 

change is nee <fed 
because the present situation 


“stimulates fanaticism.” 

The Popular and Unif 
Socialist Parties are both nn 
bers of tbe Democratic Fi 
Coalition that supporl 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas’ str 
run against Salinas in the Jul 
presidential election. 

Salinas should be able to 
the two-thirds vote he need! 
congress to change the const 
tion if he wants to. His pJ 
controls 60 of 64 senate seats, j 
although it has only 260' of 
lower house seats it can ex] 
support from' the Conserva 
National Action Party’s 101 dt 
gates. 

Church leaders say they waj 
htore realistic relationship 
tween church and state, with t 
rejecting their 19 th century \ 

indices, 

Prigione calls the present al 
non one of "abuse and toleran 
the church abuses the law ; 

government tolerates it. 

Ahumada said 
- fa J® * does no * stop being a 
state by talking to the dune 

We only offidalrecoi 

PhHLi? nd total separation 
^hurch and state," said dm 
^P^jtosman Monsignor Geo 
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Gallup poll will test Soviets’ 
knowledge of geography 


By Anne loose 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW— The Soviet Union, 
which for decades banned accu- 
rate maps as a security risk and 
opinion polls as anti-communist, 
will allow a U.S. polling firm to 
survey citizens' knowledge of 
geography. 


The Gallup poll of 1,500 to 
2,000 people apparently is aimed 
at discovering whether Soviet 
citizens are as wholly ignorant as 
citizens of other industrialised 
countries of such basic facts as the 
location of Great Britain. 

A recent international poll by 
Gallup and the Washington- 
based National' Geographic Soci- 


ety showed that Swedes appeared 
to be the best educated among 
eight industrialised countries 
when it comes to maps and 
globes. 

Adult Swedes answered 11.6 
. questions correct out of 16\ West 
Germans answered 11.2 correct- 
ly. Japanese 9.7, French 9.3 and 
Canadians 9.2. Americans scored 
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Gene-altered animals 
enter the marketplace 


ByeHarold M. Schmeck Jr. 

0 New York Times Service 

THE mice, light brown females 
of a common laboratory variety, 
look ordinary. But they cany a 
trait that sets them apart from all 
other mice: They produce milk 
that contains a human blood sub- 
stance valuable in treating heart 
attacks. 

These mice are among hund- 
reds of varieties of rodents 
and other animals developed in 
recent years that are called trans- 
genic because they possess foreign 
genes, often from humans. Over 
several years, the transplantation 
of genes from one species to 
another has moved from a labora- 
tory tour de force to a scientific 
and industrial tool with potential- 
ly vast implications. 

Scientists are using transgenic 
animals as a versatile and power- 
ful resource for a wide variety of 
studies. Industrialists hope to use 
transgenic .animals to produce 
valuable drugs and other subst-. 
ances. Agricultural specialists 
hope to produce improved lives- 
tock. 

A wide range of transgenic 
animals has already been pro- 


duced. By recent conservative 
counts, there may be more than a 
thousand strains of transgenic 
mice, more than 12 varieties of 
transgenic pigs, several breeds of 
rabbits and fish, at least two 
breeds of rats and at least one 
transgenic cow with another still 
under development. 

Only a small proportion of 
attempts to transplant genes are 
successful, a problem that hardly 
slows research in mice because 
they breed rapidly and are inex- 
pensive, but has hampered the 
production of transgenics in lar- 
ger species. 

Many scientists see great prom- 
ise in the research and its applica- 
tions. .but the work has also 
generated controversy. Some en- 
vironmentalists, farmers and 
animal rights activists object to 
production of transgenic animals 
on any of several grounds: that 
use of the animals could upset 
agricultural economics, driving 
small fanners out of business; 
that some of the animals could 
upset the balance of nature, and 
that the practice may cause suf- 
fering in animals. Some people 
simply oppqse genetic tinkering 
philosophically.' 

The mice that produce milk 


with a slightly human tinge make 
tissue plasminogen activator 
(TPA), a human substance that 
dissolves blood clots. Production 
in the milk is believed to cause 
the mice no harm and makes the 
substance easy to harvest. Pro- 
duced by other methods of gene- 
tic engineering at high cost, the 
substance has saved the lives of 
many heart attack patients. 

The mice that produce TPA in 
their milk were developed in a 
collaboration between scientists 
at the National Institutes of 
Health in Bethesda. Maryland, 
and Integrated Genetics, a 
biotechnology company in Fra- 
mingham, Massachusetts 
Together with Tufts University’s 
school of veterinary medicine, 
the company is now in the final 
stage of research to produce goats 
that can make TPA efficiently. 

Katherine Gordon, a leader of 
the research at Integrated Gene- 
tics, said the company hopes to 
have goats producing the subst- 
ance in their milk next year. She 
estimated that a herd of 100 to 
200 goats could produce enough 
TPA every year to supply the 
nation's entire demand at a far 
lower cost than by other methods 
— International Herald Tribune. 


Women and smoking 


DOCTORS give warnings and 
the effects of smoking on the 
heart and lungs, as well as the 
risks of cancer it could cause, are 
well known. But what is less well 
known is that, with women, 
smoking can have serious con- 
sequences on their reproductive 
functions and on the lives of their 
babies. It takes women who 
smoke three or four times longer 
to become pregnant than women 
who do not smoke. 

A few weeks ago at the 
Aquitaine Updating .Symposium 
on Human Reproduction held in 
Bordeaux in the south-west of 
France, Dr. Jean Cohen, a 
gynaecologist and obstetrician in 
Paris, presented an overview of 
the different studies revealing the 
risks of sterility in women who 
smoke. All the studies presented 
the same results. 

The study with the most strik- 
ing conclusions was carried out in 
England on 17,000 women. It 
reveals that after trying for five 
years, 11% of women who smoke 
are still not pregnant.” says Dr. 
Cohen. 

•*t had a heavy-smoking patient 
who had been trying to get pre- 
gnant for five years. We had done 
all the sterility tests and, 
apparently, everything func- 
tioned normally. One day, I said 
to her “I promise you will have a 
baby as sbon as you stop smok- 
ing.” So she stopped smoking and 
about three months later she was 
pregnant,” says Dr. Cohen. 

Sterility caused by smoking is 
thus not irreversible, but in what 
way does smoking have an influ- 
. ence on the fertility of women? 

According to Dr. Cohen, “It is 
known that smoking has an 
effect, but it is not yet known 
precisely in what way.” It was a 
Japanese doctor. Professor 
Yoshinaga who demonstrated the 
mechanisms, after making rats 
inhale tobacco smoke. He noted 
that the number of eggs con- 
tained in the ovaries fell prop- 
ortion ally ‘to the amount of tobac- 
co smoke inhaled. That is to say 
that smoking attacks and destroys 
the ovocytes. He also noted that 



Cigarettes are particularly dangerous for women! 


the amount of progesterone, 
which is the hormone needed for 
the implantation of the fertilised 
ovum, fell in the 1 same propor- 
tion, with the inhalation of tobac- 
co smoke. This results in the egg’s 
being unable to embed itself cor- 
rectly -in the frail of the uterus. 

Fallopian connection 

It is also thought that smoking 
has an effect on the Fallopian 
tubes which carry the fertilised 
ovum to the uterus. Smoking 
appears to weaken the contrac- 
tions of the Fallopian tubes there- 
by preventing the embryo from 
travelling to the uterus. The 
embryo thus becomes blocked in 
the Fallopian tube in which it 
grows, leading to an extra-uterine 
pregnancy. 

A study by the World Health 
Organisation confirms these 
hypotheses, as there are three 
rimes as many extra-uterine pre- 
gnancies in women who smoke 
than in those who do not. 

The different studies carried 
out on the damage caused by 
smoking confirm - one another and 


today, doctors, despairing at the 
pathological consequences they 
are faced with, do not hesitate to 
speak of smoking in general, and 
particularly in women, as “de- 
fying common sense.” Indeed, 
the World Health Organisation 
speaks of the “extension of smok- 
ing in women over the last three 
decades.” 

Nadine Gautier 

Lactualite en France 


K.6. Italians 7.6 and Mexicans 
7.4. 

The poll found, among other 
things, that three out of four 
Americans couldn't find the Per- 
sian Gulf on a map and most were 
even lost on Britain. 

Now it appears that the same 
test is coming to the Soviet Un- 
ion. The government newspaper 
Izvestia said the planned poll is a 
joint project of -Gallup and the 
National Geographic Society 
aimed at determining the level of 
geographic knowledge of various 
countries. 

Opinions 

Although the Soviets have 
broken with tradition and started 
their own public opinion polls in 
the past year, this apparently is 
the first time a foreign firm will 
be permitted to conduct a survey 
on Soviet soil, albeit in conjunc- 
tion with the Soviets' institute for 
sociological research. 

For many years, sociology was 
a tost science in the Soviet Union, 
with Marxist-Leninism claiming 
the subject was irrelevant be- 
cause all societies inevitably will 
develop into communism. 

Publicly distributed maps still 
are sketchy and deliberately dis- 
torted, with rivers shifted and 
whole sections of major -cities 
excised. The Soviet government 
admitted to that practice several 
months ago and promised that 
new, accurate maps were forth- 
coming. Many Soviet citizens 
have difficulty reading maps as a 
result of these inaccuracies. 

Reliance on public transporta- 
tion also limits some citizens' 
sense of direction. 

“Follow bus number 7,” may 
be the best advice a motorist can 
expect. 

Tfee Gallup poll also will sur- 
vey Soviet consumers to deter- 
mine what products they buy and 
what items they would like to 
purchase, Izvestia said. 

That basic marketing question 
may sound a bit strange to Soviet 
ears. With a chronic severe shor- 
tage of nearly all consumer items, 
most Soviet consumers buy any- 
thing decent they find, regardless 
of such niceties as size, and then 
trade with friends. 

The Gallup poll also will ques- 
tion Soviet consumers' familiarity 
with American-made • products, 
Izvestia said. 

Soviets love Western brand 
names and snap up shirts, stick- 
ers, hats, almost anything im- 
printed with names like Addidas, 
Nike and Mercedes. But the 
genuine Western products are 
hard to come by, as the Soviet 
Union has cut imports of consum- 
er goods as its foreign income has 
fallen with the price of Siberian 
oil and gas. 

Exact wording of the Gallup 
survey questions is stil being 
worked out. but it should be 
completed by mid-January, Izves- 
tia said. 



Paloma Picasso 


Paloma Picasso, 
an artist in her 
own right 


By Colin McDowell 

PABLO PICASSO was no slouch 
when it came to getting his own 
way and neither is his daughter. 
Even when she was young, 
although she claims she was terr- 
ibly shy. she was quite the little 
madam. • 

She recalls how she insisted on 
wearing scarlet lipstick and paint- 
ing her nails for her first day at 
school. She always liked to do 
things Paloma's way. 

She is stili doing things Palo- 
ma's way but on a global scale 
now. Internationally successful' fi- 
gures travel endlessly and Paloma 
Picasso is right up there in the big 
league, clocking up an enormous' 
number of air “miles each year. 

' When I met her in London she 
had just flown in from Milan, was 
off to Paris the next day, on ro 
New York and then back to 
Europe the following week. But 
she has energy enough to cope — 
and then some more. It is fuelled 
by a belief in the work ethic and 
an ’ iron' determination to make 1 
her own mark. 

Worker 

“My father was a worker," she 
explains. "When he died and we 
started going through everything 
we just could not believe it. 
There was so much- We kept 
wondering hew one.man could do 
it all. 

Although, I do remember 
noticing, even when I was young, 
how quick he was. His concentra- 
tion level was phenomenal. He 
was totally unaware of everything 


around him when he was work- 
ing. I remember how, after lunch 
he would stnn drawing again be- 
fore we had even cleared the 
plates into the kitchen and within 
seconds he would be completely 
absorbed in what he was doing:" 
Paloma Picasso does not pre- 
tend to have that degree of con- 
centration but she hotly denies 
any hints that she is a dilettante 
designer cashing in on big daddy's 
name. "When I first started de- 
signing jewellery for Tiffany. I 
was very shocked when I learned 
that people were going around 
New York saying that I had only 
put my name to the range. I went 
mad. I said: "This is a horrible 
country. What is wrong with 
these people? How dare they?” 
And then I thought: "This is very 
silly; the people who know me 
know the truth so forget it." 

In fact, she follows anything 
she designs right through from 
drawing board to launching par- 
ty. "Doing a nice drawing is not 
enough. You jhave to go" to the 
factory and work with the arti- 
sans. That is when you learn. It is 
vital to be there watching every 
step. And it is good when designs 
have to be changed and adapted. 
Surmounting unexpected prob- 
lems forces your creativity. 
Things you can do naturally are 
not difficult. It is the problems 
that force you do better than you 
thought you could.” 

As a designer, she is taken 
more seriously with each new 
project. She is careful to define 
what she does: "I never call it 
art." she says, "because it is not. 


In any case, f steer away from art. 
for obvious reasons. 1 like playing 
with design elements but 1 am a 
very practical person and 1 hate 
things where the design becomes 
more important lhan the func- 
tion. All those kertles they do in 
Milan actually get in the way 
when you want to make cup of 
tea." 

Venture 

Her latest venture, china and 
crystal designed for the German 
’firm of Villeroy and Boch, is 
restrained and classical. Paloma 
Picasso feds rhat it is essentially a 
practical, workmanlike range 
although anyone popping into 
Harrods for it might get a shock. 
The soup tureen from Castellan 
decorated in red and black, her 
favourite colours, will knock you 
back £227.95. Practical it may be: 
everyday iris not. 

Although she is one of the 
world's most fashionable women. 
Paloma Picasso has no interesr in 
designing clothes. She finds them 
too ephemeral and prefers to 
design the accessories of fashion. 

Her jewellery range for Tiffany 
made the fashion world sit up but 
it was her perfume, Paloma, 
which put heron the map. At £45 
for 7.5 milligrams it is not exactly 
a give-away and yet. Paloma is 
pleased to say. its sales have 
forced the perfume world to do a 
rethink. 

Paloma Picasso and her hus- 
band. Rafael Lopez Sanchez, 
took a risk when they launched it. 
No one thought that it could 
succeed without the glamour of a 
major fashion-house behind it.' 

Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez were 
determined to prove them wrong. 
They succeeded by giving the 
scent more aggressive marketing 
and publicity than anything else 
on the market. It was the first to 
be packaged in red and black. 
’Too strong." the pundits said, 
“Women like pale colours on 
their dressing table." At her last 
count, Paloma Picasso found 
seven perfumes packaged in red 
and black but. as she proudly 
says: "We were the first." 

They broke the mould of desig- 
ner-perfumes by building a cam- 
paign on Paloma's name and per- 
sonality. Catherine Deneuve and 
Elizabeth Taylor have followed 
eagerly but it was "Paloma" 
which first hit the jackpot. 

As Paloma Picasso explains: 
"The publicity photograph of me 
was very forceful and uncom- 
promising. It could only have 
been me and that is what we ; 
capitalised on. 

• "What we were, saying was: ‘It 
is this person's perfume ;and no- 
body else's. You cannot ' e*.cape 
it." It is fun to be first; we took 
the risk and we were right.” 

Clothes are very important to 
Paloma Picasso and she has been 
considered one of the world's 
best-dressed women for many 
years. 

She finds that she has less and 
less time to spend on choosing 
and increasingly limits her purch- 
ases to her two favourite desig- 
ners, Yves Saint Laurent and 
Azzedine Alai a. “I dress in an 
extreme way, with the red lips 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant • 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Gtrls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 1 2:00-3: SO 
p.m. 

6:30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12: 00 - IS- JO 
13:00-11:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bndge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 



/ CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight y 
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Call 667171-6 
670141-4 
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CHINESE 
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TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taha-away sa rvtaB 

Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Locatbn: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


EVERY = 
DAY 

PEOPLE WHO WEEP 

CLEWING 

SERVICES- 


CAU US/ 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

£=31 Tel. 604671 IE 


and my hair." she explains, “so I 
like the strength of their clothes. 1 
might add something from Geof- 
frey Beene or Bill Blass. They 
(the designers) hate it when I mix 
but I do not like dressing from 
head to toe in one designer's 
look.” 

Although she is very rich she 
does not normally buy couture, Jt 
is a problem of lime once again. 
She can only spend a couple of 
afternoons each season choosing 
from the ready-to-wear. 

. As she says: “You do noi have 
io wear couture to look good. 
When I was first chosen for the 
Best Dressed list it was spending 
nothing and buying most of my 
things in the Portobello Road." 

Paloma Picasso's life changed 
when she inherited so much 
money on her father's death, hut 
she insists that she remained the 
same. "All right." she admits. “I 
went from two-star to five-star 
hotels but if you choose the right 
one. in the right location, a two- 
star hotel can be fine. It is not 
necessary to be rich to live well — 
although, if you have less money, 
then you do need more time to 
arrange the Good Life.” When 
you are as rich as Paloma Picasso, 
you tend to take it all for granted 
hut when 1 asked her if her New 
York apartment was full of Picas- 
sos she replied simply: “Yes. 
thank God. nnd they make me 
feel very humble. 

We talked of Arianna Stassino- 
poulos Huffington's book about 
Picasso and Paloma admitted that 
it was not her favourite: “1 am 
rather upset but 1 cannot do 
anything about it. People are 
allowed to write what they wr 
but it is so onesided that i* 
boring. I. couldn't finish it. 
tried to consult me. She asked 
my help and I was very n 
committal, imagine my irritar . 
when 1 read a headline. *Pak v j ;; 
Picasso gives green light on i '■ 
biography.' I thought: 'This 
goes a little fast. I'm going to s 
away from her;- she is too pus 
by half'." 1 

Memories 

Her memories of her father art 
far removed from the monster 
created by Ms Huffington: "He 
was a very good father as far as I 
was concerned. He didn't bother 
about school and things like that 
but he did care about making you 
imaginative. He was so alive." he 
was endlessly exciting. I used to 
sit for hours watching him paint. 
He never attempted to teach me. 
He knew that painting could not 
be taught. When I used to draw 
he never gave an opinion because 
he knew that you have to become 
your own critic." 

Living with the most famous 
surname in the world has advan- 
tages and disadvantages and 
Paloma Picasso has learned to 
cope with both. She now feels 
that she is finally moving away, 
from the "daughter of Picasso’ 
syndrome: “I am coming out ol 
the shadow. For years people 
were interested in me only be- 
cause of him. To overcome this I 
have had to be very strong." It 
you don't believe her, look at that 
jawline. — Arab Times. 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avaifabfe 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


For all your: 


Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 
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6 Economy 

U.N. body sees further drop 
in living standards in Africa 


I T.ngjnAYJANUARY3JW» 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Africa’s economic growth 
rate nearly doubled last year but Africans grew 
poorer, a trend that is likely to continue in 1989, the 
U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) said 
Monday. 


The continent’s gross domestic 
product — the total value of all 
the goods and services it produces 
— rose by an estimated 2.5 per 
cent in 1988. up from 1.3 per cent 
in J4S7. 

That expansion lagged behind 
the 19K8 population increase of 
three per cent and economic 
growth of a further 2.5 per cent in 
19.K9 would also trait the popula- 
tion rise, the commission said in 
its annual review- of the African 

economy. 

That 'meant the decade-old 
trcml.of declining living standards 
would continue in 1989. 

"Even this cheerless forecast 
may turn out to be rather optimis- 
tic if the main underlying assump- 
tion with respect to (favourable) 
weather conditions were to turn 
out to be misplaced." said Ade- 
bayo Adedji. ECA executive 
secretary. 

He said that with weak prices 
for its commodity exports. 
Africa had been unable to get out 
of a trap of spending more than it 


earned to repay its debt and buy 
imports — a pattern leaving little 
money for investment to boost 
economic growth. 

"The cumulative impact of per- 
sistent economic crisis in Africa 
during this decade in the face of 
high population growth rates has 
been a sustained deceleration in 
the standard and conditions of 
living of the average African." he 
noted. 

He added: "Today, his or her 
per capita income is only about St) 
per cent of what it was at the 
beginning of the decade.'* 

Adedji said Africa's external 
debt rose to $230 billion at the 
end of the year from $2 IS billion 
at the end of 1987 while prices for 
its main exports slumped, mean- 
ing less foreign exchange was 
available to repay that debt. 

The commission estimated that 
Africa's exports fell two per cent 
in 1988 to $50.3 billion from $51.4 
billion in 19S7. Imports were little 
changed at S60.4 billion. 

"An increasing number of 


Oman projects higher 
deficit in 1989 budget 


1USC AT f AP) — Oman Sunday 
.nveiled a deficit budget for 
989. reflecting economic diffi- 
culties faced by oil-producing 
countries during six years of de- 
clining crude prices. 

The deficit is slated to reach 
400 million riyals (1.04 billion), 
up from a projected 1988 deficit 
of 149 million riyals (S387 mil- 
lion). according to deputy prime 
minister for financial and econo- 
mic affairs. Qais Abdul Moneim 
A! Zawawi. 

Al Zawawi told the official 
Omani News Agency that ex- 
penditure this year is fixed at 1.6 
billion riyals (S4.2 billion), a four 
per cent increase over 19SS. 

Revenues are forecast to de- 
cline by 11 per cent to 1.2 billion 
riyals (S3.1 billion), the agency 
qunted Al Zawawi as. saying. 

The deputy prime minister said 
the 1989 budget indudes develop- 
ment projects totalling 363 mil- 
lion riyals ($941) million;. 

Al Zawawi also said that oil 
sales of more than 500.000 barrels 
a day account for 75 per cent of 


U.S. -EC food war 
flares without fanfare 


WASHINGTON (R) — Without 
fanfare, the United States Sunday 
slapped $100 million in trade 
sanctions on the European Com- 
munity (EC) in retaliation for an 
EC ban on imports of homione- 
trc.itcd American meat. 

Hie move which took effect 
wish the stroke of the new year, 
imposes inn per cent duties on 
sewn types of speciality products 
imported from the EC. 

lire hit list, valued at SI00 mil- 
lion a year, was Washington's 
ret. diation to the EC’s decision to 
ban ail imports of meat from 
animals treated with growth hor- 
mones. 

European consumers say the 
hormones, legal in the United 
States, could be harmful, while 
the U S. administration claims 
there is no scientific evidence of 
danger. 

To punish the EC for its ban. 
the United States doubled ihc 
prices of the speciality products. 

Included on the list are canned 
tomatoes and tomato sauce (Ita- 
ly, Spam), wine coolers and wine 
beverages (Italy), instant coffee 
(West Germany. Netherlands), 


certain fruit juices (West Ger- 
many. Netherlands), pet food 
(West Germany. Britain), boned 
beef (Denmark) and high-quality 
preserved pork (West Germany). 

As usual in a trade war. pro- 
ducers and consumers in the 
opposing countries share the cost 
of the reprisals. 

Producers in Italy and West 
Germany, singled but because 
They have strongly supported the 
ban. will bear the brunt — two 
thirds — of the sanctions. 

Virtually untouched will be 
France. Belgium and Portugal. 

The U.S. move will hurt Amer- 
ica's own speciality shops 
importers. 

“This will have a disastrous 
effect on us," said C'arm Tintle. 
vice president of Banfi Vintners, 
importer of Riunite Wines from 
Italy. Tintle said 20 per cent of 
Riunite's sales would be affected. 

Concerned by the financial fall- 
out, Banfi Chairman John 
Mariani telexed Italian Agricul- 
ture Minister Calogero Mannino 
suggesting the EC compromise 
and replace the ban with a re- 
quirement that such meat be 
labelled as containing hormones. 


countries are merely accumulat- 
ing arrears... most of the existing 
debt rescheduling formulae have 
had the effect of merely deferring 
the debr service problem into an 
uncertain future," Adedji said. 

He criticised International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank 
loan and reform programmes for 
indebted countries, saying they 
paid little attention to the need 
for African nations to diversify 
exports and become more self- 
sufficient. 

“The transition from preoc- 
cupation with financial adjust- 
ment and deflationary budget 
controls to growth-oriented 
adjustment is nowhere near. in 
sight for Africa," he said. 

“While African countries have 
taken considerable political risks 
in embarking on socially painful 
adjustment programmes and poli- . 
cies. the expected inflow of new 
capital to sustain the adjustment 
and recovery process has, more 
often than not. not materialised," 
he emphasised. 

The commission said Africa's 
food and agricultural output rose 
by 3.8 per cent in I9S8 and should 
increase by about four per cent in 
1989 if the weather remained 
favourable. 

ft said cereal production rose 


Oman's exports, the agency re- 
ported. 

Although Oman is not a mem- 
ber of the 13-nation group, the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), it 
cooperates closely with OPEC 
efforts to curb output and main- 
tain prices. 

Oil prices started to decline in 
19S2. ending an oil boom and 
causing regular budget deficits for 
Oman and neighbouring Gulf 
slates. 

Gulf oil producers in the Gulf 
have tried to reduce deficits by 
streamlining expenditure as ma- 
jor infrastructure schemes were 
completed. 

Oman’s 1988 budget deficit was 
projected at 700 million riyals 
($1.8 billion) but tight controls on 
spenefing and improved oil prices 
revised, the forecast 'in 
September. 

Since late 1986, OPEC has 
tried to reduce the world oil glut 
and improve prices, but its efforts 
repeatedly have been thwarted 
through overproduction by some 
slates. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Egypt hikes Suez Canal charges 

CAIRO (R) — Ships using the Suez Canal in 1989 have to pay 
between four and- 12.5 per cent more in transit toils. Canal 
Authority Chairman Ezzat Adel has said. Hie increase, the 
first since 1987, look effect Jan. 1, Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted him as saying in the Suez Canal city of 
Ismailia. He said the rise would bring in $96 million in extra 
revenue. He put earnings in 1988 at a record $1.27 billion. In 
October, Adel said the tolls would be hiked up to eight per cent. 

Minox goes into receivership 

GIESSEN. West Germany (AP) — Minox, a well-known maker of 
small cameras, has gone into receivership in an attempt to put the 
ailing firm back on its feet after cutting 200 employees, the 
court-appointed official administering the move has said. Wilhelm 
Schaaf. who is overseeing the receivership, also said the remaining 
335 employees bad received new monthlong contracts which he 
hopes to be able to extend. Minox, located in Giessen about 60 
kilometres north of Frankfurt, has filed for bankruptcy and claims 
45 million marks ($25.7 million) in debt. Schaaf, in a telephone 
interview with the Associated Press, said he hoped to make the 
. company "economically manageable” within the next year, “then I 
hope I can find someone else to take it over." 

■ |:> 

Mexico begins daily devaluation of peso 

MEXICO CITY ( AP) — The first day of 1989 brought a controlled 
downward slide in the value of the peso. The devaluation is part of 
an inflation-fighting programme that kept the currency steady 
throughout 1988. The daily devaluation of one peso to U.S. dollar 
that began Sunday is scheduled to last through the end of July. On 
Dec. 23, the last banking day of 1988, a dollar was worth 2,230 
pesos. On July 31, a dollar will buy 2.472 pesos, the government 
news agency Notimex has said. President Carlos Salinas De Gortari 
has said the controlled devaluation is designed to give investors a 
better return on pesos than foreign currencies. Salinas announced 
the devaluation and other modifications in the inflation-fighting 
programme in mid-December, shortly after taking office. He also 
announced an eight per cent rise in the minimum wage, which had 
remained the same for nine months. The year-old economic 
programme, which froze the currency exchange rate, wages and 
many prices, is credited with more than halving the record inflation 
of 159 per cent that Mexico suffered in 1987. 

UAE to expand share trading in March 

ABU DHABI (ft.) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) will open 
its share market to citizens of other Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states from March 1, a UAE minister was quoted as saying. ■ 
State minister for financial and industrial affairs Ahmad Al Tayer 
told the Emirates News Agency WAM that the move followed 
wide-ranging economic agreements at last year's GCC summit in 
Bahrain. “GCC citizens will be allowd to set up, own and transfer 
the ownership of shares in the UAE." Tayer said. The six-nation 
GCC links Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Oman and the ; 
UAE. 

Zaireans push to punish Belgium 

KINSHASA. Zaire (AP) — Parliamentarians in this Central 
African state have called for the suspension of debt repayments to 
Belgium, the former colonial power, and suspension or breaking of 
relations. Members also urged the government to renounce the 
28-year-old cooperation treaty with Brussels, alleging that Zaire, 
formerly the Belgian Congo, had been the victim of the agreement, 
while Belgium had profited disproportionately. The debate called 
for the reevaluation of all agreements signed with Belgium and the 
submission of contentious matters to the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague. 


Test finds economic illiteracy 

rampant among U.S. students 


an estimated 7.8 per cent in 1988 
to 71.8 million tonnes, with 
record harvests in Morocco, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Prospects for root crops, sta- 
ples in much of tropical Africa, 
were not bright because of 
drought and mealy bug infesta- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, international 
prices for African products were 
likely to remain depressed. 

“The world market is likely to 
be characterised by falling prices 
in real terms, and oversupply for 
most commodities, minerals and 
non-minerals alike, with the ex- 
ternal demand remaining weak 
and sluggish in the face of the 
projected decline in the industrial 
economies in 1989," Adedji said. 

The commission said stagnant 
demand for coffee and cocoa 
would continue to squeeze the 
economies of such countries as 
the Ivory Coast, Ghana and 
Uganda. 

Weak oil prices would affect 
Nigeria and other producers, 
while recent gains in copper 
prices would have a limited effect 
because producers such as Zaire 
and Zambia had supply prob- 
lems. with their production fall- 
ing an estimated 15 per cent in 
1988. 


NEW YORK (AP) - A survey 
found that only one-third of 
America's high school students 
were able to define simple con- 
cepts such as inflation or profits, 
suggesting that economic illitera- 
cy is rampant among the young. 

Results of the survey, involving 
8,205 11th and 12th-grade stu- 
dents (those about ages 15 to 18) 
in public and private high schools 
in 33 states, were released last 
week at a news conference featur- 
ing Paul Volcker. chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board from 1979 
to 1987. The government agency 
sets U.S. monetary policy. 

The survey found only 34 per 
cent able to correctly define pro- 
fits on a multiple-choice exam as 
"revenues minus costs." 

And just 39 per cent. selected 
the correct definition of gross 
national product: “The market 
value of the nation's output of 


final goods and services." 

The news is “not good if you 
believe that a basic understanding 
of our economic system is impor- 
tant if this country is indeed to be 
effective in what everyone real- 
ises is a period of global competi- 
tion." Volcker said in a state- 
ment. 

Students across the country 
took a 40-minute. 46-question 
multiple choice "test of economic 
literacy” in May 1988, said Wil- 
liam Waist ad, a University of Neb- 
raska-Lincoln economics profes- 
sor who developed the exam with 
John Soper, an economics profes- 
sor at John Carroll University in 
Cleveland. 

On average, students correctly 
answered only about 40 per cent 
of the test items but were even 
weaker on simple questions per- 
taining to inflation, the effects of 
ta/rifs on trade, and the impact of 


inh lum in some form, and just 15 
investment on economic growin, , econ0 mics as a grad.ua- 
Walstad said in a telephone inter- man ^ jrement . 

view. —a II too often economics is 

The survey was sponsored by Jeft out 0 f the list of 

the New York-based Joint Coun- P.^ sub ; ecls j n recent calls 
cil on Economic Education, a reform." Walstad 


Walstad said in a telephone mter- 
view. 

The survey was sponsored by 
the New York-based Joint Coun- 
cil on Economic Education, a 
non-profit, nationwide coalition 
aimed at promoting economics 
instruction from kindergarten 
through high school. 

The exam was the first to docu- 
ment the apparent economic illi- 
teracy oF a majority of U.S. high 
school students. Economics thus 
joins a growing list of subject 
areas including writing skills, 
geography, foreign language, sci- 
ence and math where recent tests 
have shown U.S. students achiev- 
ing at dismal levels. 

Japan requires all high school 
students to take at least a semes- 
ter of economics. Walstad said. 
But only 28 of the 50 U.S. states 
require economics in the curricu- 


for educational reform, Walstad 
said. 

Compounding the problem, 
few classroom teachers are equip- 
ped to teach it. 

“Teachers are the first to real- 
ise that they have inadequate 
background in the subject, Rox- 
anne Bradshaw, secretary-trea- 
surer of the National Education 
Association, told reporters. 

Texas, for example, recently 
established a high school econo- 
mics requirement, but only five 
per cent of secondary teachers in 
that state have ever taken an 
economics course. Bradshaw 
said. 


Nigeria looks to small farmers, 
industrialists for non-oil wealth 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria, strug- 
gling to reduce its dependence on 
imports paid for with foreign ex- 
change earnings from oil sales, 
has launched an austerity budget 
for 1989 which seeks to 'channel 
scarce resources into agriculture 
and small scale industry. 

Addressing the nation on radio 
and television. President Ibrahim 
Babangida said small farmers and 
manufacturers, using and produc- 
ing local materials, were the cen- 
tre-piece of the government's 
economic plan. 

• But economists said the strin- 
gent measures in a budget which 
had to cope with a burgeoning 
balance of payments deficit and 
huge foreign debts as well as mass 
unemployment and a surging cost 
of living would make the govern- 
ment's goals hard to achieve. 


Babangida said nearly three other government earnings 
years of structural adjustment adding $1.14 billion and pnyate 
had been extremely painful for sector exports bringing in SKJ- 
individuals and groups used to billion. . 

opulence built on oil riches, but These figures compare with 
now that oil prices had crashed Nigerian earnings al the height ot 

there could be no return to “the the oil boom of up to $-6 billion, 
old profligate ways". Nigerian economists said the 

government’s measures, which 
"This administration is deter- included raising petrol prices by 
mined to continue with the goal 43 per cent for private motorists, 
of diversification of the economy eliminating a range of fringe be- 
in 1989 so as to make us less nefits for public employees, trim- 
dependent on the oil sector." he ming spending by ministries and 
said. restricting money supply and cre- 

Babangida said oil still dit growth would help to control 
accounted for at least 80 per cent the country's deficit, 
of the country’s foreign exchange But they doubted measures to 
earnings. encourage investment in agricul- 

Assuming a price of $14 a lure and small scale manufactur- 
barrel and production at 1 .355 ing would make much headway in 
million barrels a day. oil would an atmosphere of economic 
contribute $4.22 billion to re- stringency, 
venue, in the coming year, with "This is a budget which puts on . 


the brakes," said a senior ea>- 
nomist with a major Nigerian 
conglomerate. 

“It cuts back on disposable 
income in both private and public 
sectors, tightens credit and allo- 
cates a massive and probably 
unsustainable proportion of funds 
to debt servicing,!' he said. 

Babangida said the budget 
foresaw recurrent expenditure 
rising to 20.81 billion naira ($3.93 
billion at the pre-budget official 
rate) from 13.71 billion naira 
($2.60 billion), in 1988, mainly 
because of an allocation of 8.82 
billion ($1.66 billion) for interest 
payments on external loans. 

A further 4.21 billion naira 
($790 million) was earmarked for 
domestic loan interest and 1.2 
billion ($226 million) for public 
debt charges out of capital ex- 
penditure. 


Soviet Union to ban wide range of exports 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union soon will ban the export of 


Export. limits were imposed re- 
cently iri Czechoslovakia and 


consumer goods ranging from .several other East European 
caviar to children's shoes and will -countries after complaints that 


limit travellers to about $140 
worth of souvenirs, the official 
news agency TASS said Sunday. 

The radical changes in export 
and customs regulations evidently 
are aimed at remedying an ex- 
treme shortage of consumer 
goods in the Soviet Union and 
assuaging citizens angry over the 
scarcity of such basic items as 
soap and windshield wipers. 

TASS said the restrictions 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers will take effect Feb. I 
and last until the end of 1990. It 
did not give a date for the deci- 
sion. 

The brief announcement limit- 
ing exports of consumer goods to 
100 roubles per person, or about 
$140 at the current exchange rate, 
specifically included tourists. But 
it did not explain the effect of the 
ruling on the Soviet Union's 
attempts to earn scarce hard cur- 
rency by selling the best caviar, 
fur hats and coasts, vodka arid 
souvenirs in stores that require 
dollars, pounds or other freely 
convertible money. 

TASS said it will be forbidden 
to export televisions, refrigera- 
tors, freezers, washing and sew- 
ing machines, children's clothing 
and shoes, coffee and caviar. 

Coffee is not grown in the 
Soviet Union, and the import 
duty is up to $15 a pound. 

The announcement also said 
customs duties wifi climb to a 
range of 20 per cent to 100 per 
cent of the retail price on vacuum 
cleaners, mixers, coffee-grinders, 
irons, radios, cameras, auto- 
mobile parts and other items. It 
was not clear if this meant import 
or export duties. 


RESEARCH CLERK WANTED 

A foreign company is seeking a research clerk willing to 
work full time at its Amman office 08:00-13:00 and 
15:30-19:00 Saturday through Wednesday with 08:00- 
14:00 Thursday. The applicant should be a Jordanian 
citizen and have the following qualifications: 

Fluent advanced-level oral and written English. 

* Computer skills (LOTUS 1-2-3, dBASE III, word 
processing). 

Library and community research experience. 
Business degree preferred. 

The annual salary is JD 2,640. 

Please submit C.V. to Personnel, 

Bayader Wadi Seer, P.O. Box 141050, Amman. 
Applications received after 10th January, 1989 will 
not be considered. M — sa 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished flat consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, with independent central heating and telephone. 
Location: Fifth Circle area. Call after 3 p.m. daily and 
Friday all day. 

Tel: 819854 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished. 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 1 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
I Real Estate at 685342 


tourists from neighbouring social- 
ist nations were stripping their 
stores bare of consumer goods. 

The growing practice prompted 
a Soviet economist, Marina Pav- 
lova-Silvanskaya. to warn in 
Soviet Culture Sunday of an im- 
pending "trade war” among 
socialist countries. 

Many Russians travel to East- 
ern Europe on shopping trips, 
and Pavlova-Silvanskaya herself 
reminisced about trips to East 
Germany and Poland. She said 
her boss insisted that "the prog- 
ramme had to include a visit to 
some institution named for 
Lenin, lest the Germans or Poles 
think the citizens of the nation of 
the Great October revolution are 
coming to shop.” 

None of the socialist countries 
of Eastern Europe has fully con- 
vertible currencies, and they 
trade with each other based on 
exchange rates that often do not 
cover the exporting country's cost 
of production, much less a profit. 

Pavlova-Silvanskaya noted that 
capitalist countries don't find an 
invasion of shoppers a problem 
— in fact, just the reverse. On 
Nov. 7. a holiday in Hungary, 
100.000 Hungarians went to Au- 
stria and spent $42 million in hard 
currency, she wrote. 

Rather than limit exports, the 
Austrians responded to the horde 
of shoppers with advertisements 
in Hungarian newspapers, inviting 
them back on their next day off. 
Pavlova-Silvanskaya noted. 

Oil production 

In another economic field, a 
London-based oil industry con- 
sultant has said that Soviet oil 
output slumped between July and 
September in 1988 casting doubt 
on whether last year's national oil 
production target could have 
been reached. 

Petroleum Economics Ltd said 
in its quarterly bulletin “Soviet 
Energy Developments'' that the 
reasons for the fall in the third 
quarter were unclear. 

"It does seem that Soviet oil 
output fell by over 100,000 bar- 


rels per day (b/d) during the third 
quarter, showing the first year- 
.on-year decrease for about three 
years." it said. 

In the 18 months to mid-i.988, 
Soviet oil output had been run- 
ning slightly above target. 

"It is doubtful whether this 
year’s (1988) target level of just 
under 12.6 million b/d can be 
achieved, unless output has re- 
bounded during the fourth quar- 
ter,” the bulletin said. 

It said there has been reports 
that oil output from Siberia was 
hit by oilfield equipment shor- 
tages. It was also possi- 
ble that ethnic unrest has affected 
output from the oil-producing 
area of Azerbaijan, it added. 

Official Soviet oil production 
statistics have not been published 
since August. The August data 
showed a fall to some 12.3 million 
b/d. the lowest level since April 


1986 and about 500.000 b/d below 
the May 1987 peak, the report 
said. . • i‘. 

“Although there are indica- 
tions that output recovered slight- 
ly in September to about 12.5 
million h/d (the same as in June), 
it was still about two per cent 
below a year earlier. As a result 
the third quarter average was 
over one per cent lower than 
during the third quarter of 19&7,” 
the report said. 

There have also been problems, . 
in other areas in the energy 
sector. 

“There is no doubt that the 
installation of new electricity 
generating capacity has fallen 
well behind plan — it is now 
possible to identify up to 20,000 
megawatts of nuclear capacity 
which has been shut down or 
cancelled" in the aftermath of the 
accident at the Chernobyl power 
station, the report said. 


Flurry of bailouts 
stirs concern 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al regulators rescued 217 savings- 
and-Ioan institutions in 1988. 
leaving Congress and President- 
elect George Bush to figure out 
the best way to pay the $38 billion 
bill. 

Theoretically, the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board, which 
regulates the industry', expects 
enough income over the next 30 
years — up to $5Q billion — to 
cover the cost. 

But analysts and many mem- 
bers of Congress say that despite 
Bush's vehement pledge not to 
raise taxes, taxpayers will have to 
foot the bill for the largest num- 
ber of failures and rescues since 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s. 

Savings-and-loans are distinct 
from commercial banks. They de- 
veloped as depositor-owned in- 
stitutions whose purposes were to 


encourage saving and to make 
mortgage loans. 

Their investment strategy once 
centred on the interest paid on 
mortgages, but deregulaiory me- 
asures under President Ronald 
Reagan gave them the opportun- 
ity to pursue new strategies, and 
many institutions made i|1- 
ad vised investments that led to 
insolvency. ■[ 

“We still don't know the mag- 
nitude of the savings and loan 
crisis." Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole said Sunday. 

The regulators have about 350 
more insolvency cases to handle. 
And, as of last Sept. 30, another 
150 savings institutions were slid- 
ing toward insolvencywith capital 
levels below 1.5 per cent. 

Estimates of the total cost of 
paying for the mess run as high as 
$112 billion, a figure reported in 
December- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

Monday Jan. 2, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 



THE SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

Announces that a three month training course in 
Spanish will start on 9.1.89 and that registration 
for the course will open Jan. 2, „1 989. 

The centre offers training at all levels at the rate 
of three classes a week: On Saturdays. Mon- 
days, 'and Wednesdays. 

For more information please call the 
Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman - 
First Circle, Tel: 624049 


U.S dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutsdicmark 
Swiss franc 


French Trane 
Japanese yen (for 100} 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for. 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


FOR RENT - 

A> 6d in Shmeisani two bedrooms 2 bath-' 

garage C6ntra ' hea,in 9' 

B) Unfurnished flat in Sweifieh two bedrooms ■> k.h. 
rooms, central heating, telephone, garage. ££ 

Enquiries: Tel; 624719 - (9-11 A 









Sports 


JORDAN TIMES* TUESDAY JANUARY 3, 1989 


15 

ua- 

• ii 
of 
alls 

■tad 


-m. 

-lip. 

•«>\- 

•Vj. 

•Km 

Wlj 

•Mu- 
fr.s 
v in 
•in 


English soccer standings 

LONDON (R) — English League Em Division soccer table after 
Sunday s match between Manchester United and Liverpool. • 



P 

w 

D 

L 

GF 

GA. 

Pts 

Arsenal 

18 

11 

4 

3 

40 

20 

■37 

Norwich 

19 

10 

7 

2 

28 

19 

37 

Mill wall 
Eve non 

Liverpool 

18 

18 

19 

8 

8 • 
7 

6 

6 

7 

4 

4 

5 

29 

25 

23 

21 

17 

16 

30 

30 

28 

Manchester United 

19 

6 

9 

4 

25 

17 

27 

Coventry 

19 

7 

6 

6 

22 

20 

27 

Derby 

18 

7 

5 

6 

20 

14 

26 

Southampton 

19 

6 

8 

5 

32 

31 

26 

Tottenham 

19 

6 

7 

6 

30 

28 

25 

Nottingham Fores 

19 

5 

10 

4 

23 

23 

25 

Queen’s Park Rangers 

19 

6 

5 

8 

22 

19 

■ 23 

Aston Villa 

19 * 

5 

8 

6 

28 

30 

23 

Wimbledon 

18 

6 

4 

' 8 

21 

26 

22 

Middlesbrough 

19> 

6 

4 

9 

23 

31 

22 - 

Sheffield Wednesday 

18 

5 

6 

7 

15 

21 

21 

Luton 

19 

4 

8 

7 

17 

22 

20 

Charlton 

19 

3 

8 

8 

19 

31 

17 

Newcastle 

19 

4 

5 

10 

16 

34 ‘ 

17 

West Ham 

19 

3 

5 

11 

15 

33 

14 


United shatters Liverpool 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United stormed from behind to 
break English League soccer 
champions Liverpool 3-1 Sunday. 
^ In a pulsating second half 
which saw four goals in seven 
minutes United bro ugh t a new 
year message to their faithful fans 
that the title is not beyond their 
grasp. 

" The victory lifted them five 
places to sixth position, just one 
point and one place behind Liver- 
pool. 


United, playing in front of a 
45,000 crowd, had the better of a 
goalless first half, but feel behind 
to a 70th minute goal by England 
winger John Barnes. 

They hit back within a minute, 
Brian McClair twisting back and 
scoring with a fine volley from 10 
metres, then went ahead four 
minutes later through Mark 
Hughes. 

The Welsh international shrug- 
ged oft a suspicion of hand ball to 
fire diagonally hc/me , 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
South, vulnerable, you in. 


Q.I— As 
hold: 

♦ K8743 <7985 CJ3 4K104 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 9 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner’s reverse bid is, in the 
modem style, forcing to at least 
three of his original suit. If you 
want to show a minimum, you do so 
by bidding two no trump. However, 
rebidding a five-card major suit 
takes preference. Bid two spades. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AQ5 77 0 AJ4 * AK9843 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 # Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — An awkward hand. Three clubs 
overstresses the dub suit and could 
result in your losing a spade game or 
slam, but you are a spade short for a 
jump to three spades. The solution 
lies in a temporizing reverse bid of 
two diamonds. Now you see why it 
is important to rebid two spades on 
the first problem. 

QJ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

* AKQ1076 9AK5 OAQ *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 O Pass 2 0 ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— We won’t fault you if you 
elected to bid four spades (three 
spades would qualify you for our 
Chicken-of-tbe-Year award). 
However, we prefer three no trump. 
We can construct a lot of hands that 
offer little play for four spades but 
where nine tricks at no trump roll 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, yofl 
hold: 

*K873 9QJ8 0 962 *QJ7 

Partner opens the bidding with ode 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — Thai depends on your range. If 
you play 15-17 point no trumps, our 
choice would be to pass— with your 
flat hand and soft values, the odds 
are against game even if partner is 
maximum. l3ut if you play 16-18 no 
trumps, invite game with two no 
trump. 

QJ> — As South, vulnerable, you 
hol± 

*Q92 7KQJ109 0A762 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 2 C- Pass 

j 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have an excellent heart 
suit headed by 100 honors, but for- 
get about it! It would be a crime to 
suppress such good four-card sup- 
port for partner’s suit, even though 
it is a minor. Raise to three 
diamonds. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*107 9KJ4 * AK9642 *Q6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 7 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — While we raise partner’s ma- 
jor-suit response freely with good 
three-card support, we avoid doing 
so if we have a reasonable alterna- 
tive. Here, we possess a fine six- 
card suit, albeit a minor, so we see 
no reason not to rebid two 
diamonds. 


? THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HAPRiS 


crackle 



w | see I'm not the only one who 
woke up in a bad mood today 


ERNI 



nib 



u 


I THAt SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


fROi 

LYG 


n 

r 


L 

U 

i 

i 

! 

1 


BLABED 


TTT5 



GOFTERj 


rn 

□ 




WHAT HER ATTEMPTS 
AT COOKINS 
BROUGHT HIM. 


Now arrange the circled letters |o 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


print answer here: m p nx n 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: GUESS AFTER KIDNAP ROBBER 
Answer; The tower that sergeant stayed In the Army 
“RAN! 


HE GOT 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Schultz shows her mettle 

BRISBANE (AP) — Ninth seeded Dutch teenager Brenda 
Schultz had to struggle for almost three hours Monday to 
overcome Emmanuelle Deriy of France 6-7 (7-9), 6-3, 7-6 (7-5) 
and advance to the second round of the $150,000 Danone 
Australian women’s Hardcomt Tennis championships. Schultz, 
16, who has improved her world ranking from 150th to 40th over 
the past 12 months, stayed calm to take out the final set tiebreaker 
in a dramatic centre court match at the Milton Tennis Centre. 

Thometz makes speedy comeback 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Speed skater Nick Thometz. who a year 
ago during the U.S. Olympic trials was battling a blood disorder 
that sapped his strength, is healthy and happy again. Thometz 
captured the United States international speedskating association 
sprint title Saturday by winning the 1,000 metres and taking 
second in the 500 metres. During Friday’s first day of competi- 
tion. he won the 500 metres and was second in the 1,000. “I’m a 
lot more confident in my skating. With the world sprints two 
months away. I’ve got a lot of time to work on things and have 
good preparation,” said Thometz, who was bothered last year by 
a low blood platelet count. “It’s nice to be a national champion. I 
feel like I skated four pretty good, solid races,” he said. Thometz 
will be joined on the four-man U.S. men’s team for the world- 
.sprint championships Feb. 25-26 at Heerenveen, the Netherlands, 
by Olympic silver medallist Eric Flaim, defending world sprint 
champion Dan Jansen and Olympian David Cruikshank. The 
women's team will be beaded by Olympic gold medallist Bonnie 
Blair, who won both of her 500 metre and 1,000 metre races 
Friday and Saturday at the Wisconsin Olympic rink. 

Joyner voted champion of champions 

PARIS (R) — Triple Olympic gold medallist Florence Griffith 
Joyner has been elected die 1988 champion of champions by an 
international jury of sports writers, French sports daily L’Equipe 
said Monday. American Griffith Joyner, who won gold in the 100, 
200 and 4x100 metres at the Seoul games, beat East Gerptan 
swimmer Kristin Otto, winner of six Olympic titles, into second 
place. West Germany’s world number one tennis player Steffi 
Graf was third. It was the first time the top three places in the poll 
had gone to women. Last year's winner was a man, Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson. 

Vatanen breaks lekx dominance in Niger 

PARIS (R) — Finn Ari Vatanen won the fourth stage of the 
Paris-Dakar rally according to provisional results as the race 
moved Sunday into the West African state of Niger. Peugeot 
team-mate Jacky Ickx. who has dominated the race so far, was 
second. The 43-year-old Belgian, winner of the event in 1983, 
kept his position at the top of the overall standings. Various snags 
hit the race as competitors covered the 577 kn« from Toummo on 
the Libyan frontier to Dirkou in Niger. The motorcycle part was 
postponed after refuelling problems and the cars faced desert 
winds of up to 90 kph. 

Real Madrid under pressure 

MADRID (R) — Barcelona kept up the pressure on Spanish 
soccer league leaders Real Madrid with a 3-1 win away to Atletico 
Madrid Sunday. The win ensured second-placed Barcelona stayed 
just two points behind champions Real, who had pulled off a 4-1 
away win to Espanol Saturday night. * Atletico were an 
confident form in the first half and went 1-0 up in the 20th minute 
when Baltazar De Morais scored from a penalty, his 18th goal this 
season. But Roberto Fernandez equalised in the 53rd minute, 
heading a low ball from a cross by Eusebio Sacristan, and Atletico 
began to lose their grip on the game. England’s Gary Lineker 
outwitted Atletico goalkeeper Abel Resino in the 64th minute, 
drawing him out for a shot into the -empty goal and Jose Maria 
Bakero headed home another fine oross by Sacristan four minutes 
before the final whistle. Atletico slipped to fifth place while 
Seville moved up to third, five points behind Barcelona, after 
beating Murcia 3-0 at home with two goals by Austrian Anton 
Poster and one by Ramon Vazqnez. 

Scots surprise Soviet basketball stars 

LONDON (R) ■ — Scottish basketball team Murray Livingston 
sprang a major surprise by beating the Soviet Union national side 
72-66 in the semifinals of the world invitation chib tournament at 
Crystal Palace Sunday. Livingston controlled the possession and 
tempo of the match through their American playmaker Victor 
Fleming. The Russians, invited to the tournament as part of their 
European tour, were unable to score for the first four minutes of 
the game and could not recover from a 15-0 deficit. Livingston 
coach Ian Gordon said: “It came down to defence and bard work. 
We just tried not to become over-awed. “We knew the hard and 
physical game the Russians play suits us and we were able to equal 
them for strength. To beat them is a. second Christmas.” 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Ken worthy 


ACROSS 
1 Concordes 
5 Despot 
9 Salamanders 

13 “The — Love" 

14 Mora 
expensive 

16 Forest product 

17 Cotton pod 

18 All sewed up 

19 Fire preeeder 

20 Ocarina 

23 Jerusalem Is 
Its cap. 

24 Bom 

25 Small aizas 
27 Measurement 

32 Girl 

33 Spat 

34 So and o! 
contempt 

38 Condition 

39 Arrow poison 
41 Beer and 

Berra 

43 Traffic sign 

44 Decorticates 
46 Water Illy 
46 Orange or 

lemon 

49 Makes lace 
51 Bullfighter 

63 Meat slices 

56 See or Square 

57 Fuse 

58 Certain dish 

64 Uproar 

66 Pianist 
Claudio 

67 Pita breed 
sandwich 

68 Aware of 

69 Carl or 
Franeotae 

70 the valley 
of deafit 

71 Annealing 
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C 1088 TiSuine ttodu Stntces, toe. * 
M Rlghn RaMfved 


T2 Rolling plain 
73 Cattle- hedge 

barrier 

DOWN 

1 Tasks 

2 Sufficient 
poetically 

3 TV part 


4 Mute 

5 Nall sire 

6 Chinese: praf. 

7 Mine entrance 

8 Summary 

9 French 
connections? 

10 Certain dish 

11 Abrupt 

12 Vafidnator* 

15 Arabian shrub 

21 Social 
functions 

22 Elevator man 
28 Adherents: 

Stiff. 

27 Nerd’s Mn 

28 “PompeU" girl 

29 Fondness for 
candy 

30 Unruffled 

31 Plant disease 
35 Josfp Bros 

37 Hullabaloo 

38 Pitcher 

40 Airline of 23A 
42 Encircle 


Yesterday's Panto Solved: 


nnnn anno nnnn 
onus nnnraa nnnn 
nannannann acinra 
□on nnnn nnnrann 
nnnB anna 
nnanna nonnann 
nnnnra □□□□ nnnn 
nnnn annnn noan 
nnnn nnnn ononn 
□Honnan nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
□nonnn nnnn nan 
nnnn nnnnnnncinni 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


45 Phase 
47 Understands 
50 Porticos - 

52 Stow 
movement 

53 Sing 

54 K. dty 


55 Boas or berry 

59 Jason’s ship 

60 Afrikaans 

61 Wildcat 

62 A Johnson 

63 Entrance 
65 Crag 



Conference play-off semi-finals 


Bills triumph over Oilers 17-10 


ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (R) — The Buffalo Bills 
behind a strong team effort beat the Houston Oilers 
17-10 in the National Football League’s American 
conference semifinal playoff game Sunday. 


The Bills will play their first 
American conference cham- 
pionship game in 23 years when it 
travels to Cincinnati to play the 
Bengals next Sunday. The Ben- 
gals beat the Bills 35-21 in a 
regular season game this year. 

Buffalo quarterback Jim Kelly, 
criticised receatly for not produc- 
ing enough touchdowns, came 
out throwing and finished the 
game with completions on 19 of 
33 attempted passes for 244 
yards. But again he foiled to 
throw a touchdown pass. 

After a scoreless first quarter, 
Buffalo's Leonard Smith blocked 
a Houston punt to give the Bills 
the ball at midfield. - 

Buffalo, 12-4 in regular season 
play, marched downfield with the 
help of a 16-yard run by Thurman 
Thomas and a scoring plunge by 
Robb Riddick from about a yard 
out. 

Houston came back with a 35- 
yard field goal to make the score 
7-3, but failed on another attemp- 
ted field goal just before the half 
ended when Buffalo’s Bruce Ben- 
nett blocked a 39-yard effort. 

Early in the third quarter 
Houston intercepted a Kelly pass, 
setting up a 31-yard Houston field 
goal tty. But the kick was wide, 
appearing to have been tipped by 
a Buffalo defender. 

Immediately afterward, Buffa- 
lo drove downfield from its own 
26-yard line to score when Tho^ 
mas — the game’s leading rusher 
with 75 yards on seven carries — 
ran it in on a 10-yard burst up the 
middle to give the Bills a 14-3 
lead. 

Despite winning, the Bills off- 
ence sputtered several times as it 
had in losing the last three of four 
game in the regular season. 

Buffalo missed two opportuni- 
ties to score in the first quarter — 
one on a bad snap from centre 
and again when the Oilers stop- 
ped them with just inches to go 
for a first down on Houston's 
two-yard line. 

The Bills were stymied again 
after Kelly threw a 53-yard pass 
to Andre Reed to the Houston 
four-yard line late in the third 
quarter. Buffalo elected not to 
attempt a field goal as the fourth 
quarter began and foiled .to score 
when Houston once again' stop- 
ped them just inches short of the 
goal. 

But shortly afterward the Bills’ 
Mark Kelso intercepted a Warren 
Moon pass to give Buffalo posses- 
sion on the Houston 18-yard line 


and the Bills made a 27-yard field 
goal to make the score 17-3. 

Moon, who completed 17 pas- 
ses on 33 attempts for 240 yards 
in the game, failed to complete a 
pass in the entire third quarter. 
But he came alive in the fourth 
quarter to move the Oilers 80 
yards in nine plays. .He completed 
four passes and the Oilers scored 
on a one-yard run by Mike 
Rozier. 

This left the Oilers behind by 
one touchdown with more than 
five minutes to play. 

The Bills' ground game ate up 
three minutes before Buffalo 
punted. But the Oilers sealed 
their own fate when Curtis Dun- 
can fumbled the ball on Houston's 
17-yard line. 

Buffalo recovered with under 
two minutes left and merely ran 
out the dock to sew up the game. 

49ers thrash Vikings 

San Francisco (R) — Quarter- 
back Joe Montana threw three 
touchdown passes to lead the San 
Francisco 49ers to a 34-9 drub- 
bing of the Minnesota Vikings in 
the National Football League's 
national conference playoff 
Sunday. 

The 49ers, who won the super- 
bowl following the 1981 and 1984 


seasons, will travel to Chicago to 
play the Bears on Sunday for the 
championship of the National 
Football Conference and a trip to 
the Superbowl on Jan. 22. 

The Buffalo Bills, winner over 
the Houston Oilers 17-10 earlier 
Sunday, will play the Cincmnati 
Bengals next Sunday for the right 
to represent the American Foot- 
ball Conference in the Super- 
bowl. 

One of the keys to San Francis- 
co’s victoiy was its strong de- 
fence, which kept pressure on 
Minnesota quarterback Wade 
Wilson throughout the game, 
sacking him six times. 

The 49ers defence also throt- 
tled Minnesota star receiver 
Anthony Carter — who set an* 
NFL playoff pass-reception re- 
cord of 227 yards against San 
Francisco in the playoffs last Janu- 
ary. The 49ers limited him to just 
three catches for 45 yards 
Sunday. 

San Francisco's running game 
was spearheaded by Roger Craig 
who scored two touchdowns — 
one an 80-yard gallop — and 
churned out 135 yards on 21 
carries. He also caught three pas- 
ses for 26 yards. 

Jerry Rice caught all three of 
the touchdown passes from Mon- 
tana, who completed 16 of 27 
passes for 178 yards. 

It was an especially sweet vic- 
tory before the hometown crowd 
of 61,848 for Montana who was 
die losing quarterback against the 
Vikings last January and had suf- 


fered three consecutive post-sea- 
son losses. 

Minnesota opened the game’s 
scoring in the first quarter when 
Chuck Nelson kicked a 47-yard 
goal. San Francisco answered, 
with a two-yard touchdown pass 
from Montana to Rice to take a 
lead they never relinquished. 

Just as the first quarter ended, 
Ronnie Lott intercepted Wilson 
and Rice followed with a 21-yard 
run on a reverse. Montana then 
hit Rice with a five-yeard touch- 
down pass. The extra point gave 
the 49eis a 14-3 lead. 

In the final minute of the first 
half, Montana directed the 49ers 
70 yard in 10 plays, capping the 
drive with another touchdown 
pass to Rice, .who finished the 
game with five receptions for 61 
yards. 

In the second half the Vikings 
rallied for one touchdown in the 
third quarter on a five-yard pass 
to Hassan Jones. 

But after the extra point was 
missed, the Vikings appeared list- 
less and essentially were out of 
the game from that point 

The 49ers picked up two more 
touchdowns when Craig scored 
on a four-yard run and his 80- 
yard stunner. 

Minnesota’s top runner was 
Allen Rice who gained 20 yards, 
on five carries. Wilson completed 
' 23 passes in 47 attempts'for 255 
yards for the Vikings. 

The victory gave San Francisco 
coach Bill Walsh his 100th career 
win against 63 losses and one tie. 


‘Amerikanski futbol* bite Moscow 


MOSCOW ( AP) — U.S. football 
fan* these days are thinking main- 
ly about the upcoming Rose Bowl 
game between Southern Califor- 
nia and Michigan. A few Soviet 
football fans are aware of the 
granddaddy of bowl games, but 
the glasnost bowl is what matters 
to them. 

Come Sept. 2, the USSR will 
get its fixst taste of “Amerikanski 
futbol” as Southern California's 
(USC) Trojans play Illinois in 
their 1989 season opener at 
Dynamo stadium in Moscow. 

The game, fittingly named af- 
ter Soviet President: Mikh ail Gor- 
bachev's openness policy, may 
not mean much to the average 
Soviet sports fan. But they still 
say they’re looking forward to the 
Glasnost bowl, the first ever foot- 
ball game in the East bloc. 

“I’ve watched football on the 
news programmes on TV and I 
read about the game in Robert 
Penn Warren’s novel ‘All King’s 
Garden,’ which was translated 
into Russian,” said Alexander 
Benzin, the bead of Dynamo 


stadium. 

“1 like football and it will be 
great fun to watch two great 
teams play here in Moscow.” 

Built in 1928 and located about 
15 minutes drive from the Krem- 
lin, Dynamo' stadium is the home 
of the Dynamo Moscow soccer 
team. 

American and Soviet TV crews 
have already checked the facili- 
ties at the 50.000-seat Dynamo 
stadium, Benzin said. The U.S. 
television network ABC will tele- 
cast the contest to the United 
States. 

“And even if the game will be 
broadcast live on Soviet televi- 
sion I’m sure it will be a sellout,” 
Benzin said. “People are in- 
terested in new sports.” 

Anatoly Tarasov, the architect 
of Soviet ice hockey who led the 
big red machine to nine world 
championship crowns and three 
Olympic titles during 13 years as 
the Soviet national team coach 
and was the first European in 
hockey's hall of fame, is another 
football fan. 


During a trip to the United 
States in the 1960s, Tarasov said, 
“football is a great physical sport 
and it would be an excellent sport 
for our soldiers.” 

Football has not been intro- 
duced to the Red Army yet, but it 
may have a future in the Soviet 
Union. 

“Many Soviet athletes like 
physical sports like hockey and 
boxing,” said sportswriter Igor 
Kuprin. “I think many of them 
would also like to try football if 
they could.” 

Kuprin said football used to be 
described as a brutal sport before 
glasnost. Now it’s different. 
Soviet sports magazines some- 
times publish stories about foot- 
ball, Kuprin said. 

Sergei Din, 83, a maintenance 
worker ax Dynamo stadium and a 
former captain of the Dynamo 
soccer team during his flaying 
career 1930-1941, says he doesn't 
know anything about football. 

“But I will see the game. If the 
play is good, then it’s nice,” said 
Din. ' * 


Czechs beat Australians in Hopman Cup final 


PERTH (R) — Hana Mandlikova was upstaged by her former 
teammates when she and an ailing Pat Cash lost 2-0 to 
Czechoslovakia in the final of the inaugural Hopman Cup mixed 
team tennis event Sunday. 

Prague-born Mandlikova, granted Australian citizenship a year 
ago, went down 6-4, 6-3 to Helena Sukova and lost again when 
she and Cash were beaten 6-2, 6-4 in the doubles by Sukova and 
Olympic champion Miloslav Mecir. 

The two wins secured the $85,500 U.S.»first prize for Czechos- 
lovakia who had to do no more for their money with Cash pulling 
out of the final singles with Mecir. 


“Pat was not feeling well at all,” said Mandlikova. “He was 
dizzy and almost fainted at one time.” 

■ Mandlikova is still feeling her way after a six-month injury 
layoff and was unable to mount a serious challenge to Sukova, 
who three weeks ago led Czechoslovakia to victory in the 
federation Cup in Melbourne. 

-She did show glimpses of the form that was brought her four 
Grand Slam titles during the eighties but her serving again let her 
down. She dropped six straight service games from midway 
through the first set. 
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New Sri Lankan government 
sworn in amid continued strife 


KANDY (Agencies) — Prime Minister Ranasinghe 
Premadasa, vowing to restore peace and eliminate 
poverty from Sri Lanka, was installed Monday as 
the island’s new president in this sacred Buddhist 
city. 


Tens of thousands of people 
chanted “Sadhu, Sadhu" as Pre- 
madasa. 64. was sworn in by the 
chief justice Parinda Ranasinghe 
at the historic Buddhist temple in 
the former capital. 115 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo. 

He was installed at 10.3S a.m., 
a time deemed auspicious by 
astrologers, at the temple's octa- 
gon-shaped balcony from where 
ancient Sri Lankan kings addres- 
sed the people. 

Premadasa. replacing president 
Junius Jayewardene, who retires 
from public life after nearly 50 
years in politics, took office as 


some Indian troops stationed in 
Sri Lanka prepared to return 
home. 

Premadasa. won a six-year 
term by defeating two opponents 
in an election Dec. 19 in which he 
received 50.4 per cent of the vote. 
Fifty-five per cent of the 9.3 
million eligible voters cast bal- 
lots. 

Premadasa assumes the task of 
ruling a nation reeling from five 
years of ethnic strife. Nearly 
10.000 people have died since 
1983 when Tamil militants began 
fighting for independence from 
the majority Sinhalese. 


Tamils, who are mostly Hindu, 
comprise 18 per cent of the is- 
land's 16 million people. They 
claim they ‘are denied jobs and 
education by the predominantly 
Buddhist Sinhalese, who make up 
75 per cent of the population and 
control the government. 

India announced Sunday that 
two battalions of its 50,000 troops 
would be withdrawn in the next 
few days at Premadasa’s request. 

The Tamil Tigers, the most 
powerful separatist guerrilla 
group, Monday vowed to con- 
tinue their fight against the Indi- 
an forces who were sent to the 
island to help crush their rebel- 
lion. 


Eelam 


“The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil’ Eelam pledged to con- 


President 



Psychological barriers, 
drugs SAARC obstacles 


mercy 

petition 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India's 
president Tuesday rejected the 
nhercy petition of Kehar Singh, 
one of two Sikhs condemned to 
Heath for the 1984 assassination 
/of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 



T ews reports said. 
Press Trust oflnd 


4 Press Trust of India and United 
(News of India said President 
lRamaswamy Venkataraman re- 
/ fused to pardon or grant any 
‘ relief to Singh. 

The agencies gave no reason 
for the rejection, the last avenue 
left for a condemned man to save 


Indira Gandhi 


ISLAMABAD (R) — South 
Asian leaders have set their coun- 
tries on a new path to fight the 
scourge of drugs and poverty 
while acknowledging that “win- 
dows of the mind" need opening 
to ensure lasting progress. 

The seven- nation South Asian 
Association for Regional Coop- 
eration (SAARC) was boosted by 
the first meeting of the young 
prime ministers of India and 
Pakistan at its fourth annual sum- 
mit from December 29-31. 

However, the region contain- 


larly among young people. 

It declared 19S9 “SAARC year 
for combating drug abuse and 
drug trafficking" and said the 
leaders “recognised the need for 
urgent and effective measures to 
eradicate this evil." 

Bhutto, with a combination of 
charm and resolve, gave impetus 
to the organisation which in three 
years of existence had few con- 
crete achievements to its credit. 

Bangladesh President Hussein 
Mohammed Ershad said in clos- 
ing remarks that the summit had 


his life. . MOw ever, tne region contain- j n g remarks that the summit had 

With the rejection, UNI said. '”8 a "“P 1 °‘ t * ,e *p r 'd s popula-. brought home the need to im- 
the slay against Kehar Singh's, bon still .needs to _ break some of p rove the lives of the common 
execution has been vacated. tomere that have sprung up man 

In India condemned prisoners over decades of conflict and dis- . „ 

are hanged. 


Tibetans march 
■through Lhasa 


tru5t . Addressing Bhutto, he said: 

“The most important of these “ Yo 4 h .ave injected fresh input 
barriers are the psychological new insight and a dynamism that 
barriers.’' said Indian Prime has vitalised our efforts 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 44. in his Tb e presidents and 

closing address to the leaders of P™* ! *2°? a P r °J ect 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, SAARC 2000 — a basic 

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.' nee ds perspective. 

“It is the windows of the mind “They were coos* 
that first need uncurtaining," said South Asian coui 
the leader of the group's largest problems in areas s 
nation. clothing, shelter. 

In three days of talks, including primary health care 
one session lasting more than six planning and enviro 
hours at a retreat in Islamabad's tection," the declai 
scenic Margalla hills, the seven Ershad, conveying 
vowed to fight the drug trade and once the project will 
alleviate the hardships of the region’s impoverisl 
poor by the year 2000. said it “could radica 

The so-called “Islamabad Dec- the living condition! 
laration” expressed “grave con- of life of all the p< 
cem” over drug abuse, particu- region." 


of 'EKING (R) — Two hundred 
lion'ibetan students and teachers 
mimarched peacefully through 
m* Lhasa calling for greater use of 
their language and a ban on the 
use of weapons against demon- 
strators, Western and Tibetan 
sources said Monday. 

They also said that an Amer- 
ican tourist who was photo- 
graphing the Friday march was 
detained at gunpoint and later 
released. 

The sources said the march was 
legal and there was no interfer- 
ence from police, who rode in 
vehicles at the front and rear. 
They said the marchers planned 
another demonstration. 

At least one person — a 
Buddhist monk waving the Tibe- 
tan flag of independence — was 
killed December 10 when police 
opened fire on demonstrators in 


the city centre. Foreign diplomats 
believe the death toll is higher. 

Reports from Westerners in 
Tibet say that 50 people, includ- 
ing eight Buddhist nuns, have 
been arrested since the clash. 


The sources said six plainc- 
lothes police detained American John 
Sevrik, pushing him into a jeep 
and holding a revolver to his 
head. His camera and film, along 
with the cameras and films of two 
European tourists, were also con- 
fiscated. 


The marchers carried four ban- 
ners. calling on the authorities to 


“They were conscious that all 
South Asian countries faced 
problems in areas such as food, 
clothing, shelter, education, 
primary health care, population 
planning and environmental pro- 
tection," the declaration said. 

Ershad, conveying the import- 
ance the project will cany for the 
region’s impoverished millions, 
said it “could radically transform 
the living conditions and quality 
of life of all the peoples of the 
region." 


fulfil a promise made in July 1987 
to use Tibetan as the language for 


to use Tibetan as the language for 
all Tibetan affaire, for Tibetans to 
be able to follow their own cus- 
toms and lifestyle and for 
weapons not to be used against 
demonstrators. 


Chinese, African officials 
attempt to quell uproar 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ethiopian rebels foil army advance 


NAIROBI (R) — Rebels in Northern Ethiopia said Monday that 
they had foiled an attempt by government troops to break out of 
their main stronghold in Western Tigray Province. The clandes- 
tine radio of the Tigray People's Liberation From (TPLF), 
monitored by the British Broadcasting Corporation, said rebels 
killed or wounded 2.000 government troops as they tried to 
advance from the town of Inda Selassie lasr Friday. The TPLF 
said it captured 400 government soldiers, but gave no details of its 
own casualties. The rebel group says it has pinned down 
government troops in Inda Selassie since last July, and that it 
defeated two attempts to relieve the town in September and 
October. It said its guerrillas forced government troops to retreat 
in disarray Friday after trying to reopen the road from Inda 
Selassie to the neighbouring coastal province of Eritrea. The 
TPLF also said it defeated four brigades from the army's ninth 
division in another engagement Friday, but gave no details. The 
Ethiopian government rarely comments on military action in the 
north and has not reported any clashes recently. 


PEKING (R) — African students 
should continue studying in Chi- 
na despite anti-black violence in 
Nanking and racial tension in the 
eastern city of Hangzhou. 
Chinese officials and African di- 
plomats said Monday. 

The diplomats said the training 
provided low-cost technical skills 
needed for development and that 
students would be sent here as 
long as China was willing to help. 

A senior African diplomat, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said that representatives from 
several African embassies in Pek- 
ing would go to Nanking later this 
week to help resolve the prob- 
lems that lea to the violence. 

“We must work with our 
friends, the Chinese, to settle the 
problems." he said. "We have 


good and positive co-operation • briefly took a professor hostage 
with China which provides excel- in protest over allegations by 


1988 claimed 1,369 lives in Ei Salvador 


SAN -SALVADOR (AP) — The deaths of more than 1,300 
people in El Salvador's civil war last year “summons us to keep 
striving for peace." Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas said 
Sunday. The Roman Catholic Archbishop said in his New Year’s 
homily that 1 .369 civilians, soldiers or leftist rebels were killed last 
year in military clashes, rightist death-squad slayings and car 
bombings or other terrorist acts. Rivera Damas customarily uses 
his homily to speak out against the war. which has claimed an 
estimated 65,000 lives since leftist rebels began battling the 
U.S.-backed government in 1979. The recent bombing of a 
Luthern church shows "the path of irrational violence" El 
Salvador has taken, he said. Rivera Damas also expressed 
concern at the resurgence of the death squads. 


lent conditions for our students 
despite its huge population.” 

He and other diplomats praised 
Peking for offering scholarships 
to African students, noting that 
training in Western countries 
would be much costlier. 

They said that they believed 
most African countries benefiting 


university employees that they 
were infected with the fatal dis- 
ease AIDS. 

“China admits more students 
from African countries than from 
other countries, indicating the 
importance attached to develop- 
ing Sino-African ties,” the New 
China News Agency said. 
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rinue its struggle against the Indi- 
an occupation forces until the 
total withdrawal from the Tamil 
homeland," the group said in a 
statement. 

Indian Ainbassador Jyotindra 
Nath Dixit told reporters up to 
3,000 soldiers would be with- 
drawn in the next few days. 

He said Premadasa made the 
request December 21, two days 
after election. 

Troops were sent to Sri Lanka 
under an agreement signed in 
July 1987 by Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and outgoing 
Sri Lanka - President Junius 
Jayewardene, aimed at ending 
the Tamil rebellion. 

Dixit said Gandhi and Jayewar- 
dene discussed the agreement 
and the troop withdrawal Satur- 
day during their visit to Islama- 
bad for the meeting of South 
Asian leaders. 



Rangoon streets fill to 
mourn hero’s widow 

RANGOON £R) - Big crowds The security forces, who killed 

filled Rangoon streets Monday hundreds 
for the fo* time since a bloody they opened fire Sept. 18 to enforre 
raWvrwr in Sentember as the military takeover, kept a low 


George Bush 

Bush to 


declare 

himself 

elected 


WASHINGTON (AP) — On 
Wednesday, Vice President 
George Bush will enter the House 
of Representatives and announce 
he has been elected president, 
426 to 111. fulfilling a ritual that 
has been called constitutional 
Russian Roulette. 

Bush's declaration to a joint 
session of Congress will come 
after the counting of the only 
ballots that really count under the 
constitution, those cast by the 538 
members of the electoral college. 

Yes, it's true that Bush won 
53.4 per cent of the popular 
votes, defeating his Democratic 
rival, Michael Dukakis, who cap- 
tured 45.6 per cent. It's true he 
got more than 7 million votes 
more than bis opponent. 


RANGOON (R) — Big crowds 
filled Rangoon streets Monday 
for the first time since a bloody 
army takeover in September as 
people turned out in strength for 
the funeral of the widow of 
national independence hero 
Aung San. 

Witnesses said more than 
100,000 people led by Buddhist 
monks and marshalled by stu- 
dents walked in procession be- 
hind the coffin of Khin Kyi. who 
died last Tuesday aged 75. 

Some students defied rtae au- 
thorities by carrying banners of 
the National League for Demo- 
cracy (NLD). the biggest opposi- 
tion party, which is led by Aung 
San Suu Kyi, daughter of the 
deceased. 

After the funeral the crowds 
dispersed peacefully. 

Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
family members walked behind 
the coffin, which was carried in a 
flower-strewn hearse in the slow 
procession through tree-shaded 
streets. 

It moved from Khin Kyi's resi- 
dence by Inya Lake to a grave m 
an area reserved for the nation's 
most respected citizens close to 
the Shwedagon Pagoda. 

Groups of students, who were 
in the vanguard of last summer's 
thwarted uprising against milit- 
ary-led socialist rule, marched at 
the head of the procession car- 
rying placards identifying their 
colleges. Many wore NLD 
badges. 

Witnesses said at one jroint on 
the route near the university cam- 
pus a small group began chanting 
pro-dfcjnocracy slogans and wav- 
ing banners, but this appeared to 
be an isolated incident. 

The military authorities had 
warned againsi the funeral being 
turned into a political demonstra- 
tion. saying it could lead to 
“another round of disturbances." 
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profile with only small detacn- 
ments of troops seen in the city. 

“Quite a number of soldiers 
were in the procession itself and a 
couple of government ministers 
were seen in the vehicles that 
followed the walkers,” one west- 
ern diplomat said. 

High-ranking government, 
military, political and other offi- 
cials as well as foreign diplomats 
took part in the procession which 
took about two hours to reach the 
grave under a hot sun. 

There was no sign of Ne Win, 
the veteran leader who was a dose 
lieutenant of Aung San during 
the independence struggle. Ne 
Win renounced his formal titles m 
July after leading the country for 
26 years. 

He has not been seen in public 
since then but Western diplomats 
in Rangoon believe he still pulls 
the political strings. There were 
unconfirmed reports here that he 
visited Khin Kyi’s home the day 
after her death. 

Rangoon Radio said General 
Saw Maung, head of the ruling 
State Law and Order Restoration 
Counril. Sunday attended funeral 
rites at Khin Kyi’s home, where 
crowds had gathered to express 
their condolences since her 
death. 

Khin Kyi, who died after being 
partially paralysed for months by 
a series of strokes, became a 


Britons take 
holidays, have 
babies later 


Castro says revolution will last 


SANTIAGO (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Fidel Castro said that 
Cuba's Socialist revolution, 
which celebrated its 30th 
anniversary Sunday, would last at 
least 100 years. 

Speaking from the same bal- 
cony where 30 years earlier he 
proclaimed “the revolution be- 
gins now," Castro reaffirmed the 
Socialist and Marxist- Leninist 
character of a revolution that 
managed to survive right in the 
U.S. backyard. 

. “Those who dream that the 
revolution can be defeated are 


fooling themselves," he said. 
“This revolution will turn 40, 


from the scholarship programmes 
would continue to send students 
to China. 

Racial violence forced more 
than 130 Africans to flee their 
dormitories at three colleges in 
the east China city of Nanking a 
week ago. 

Thirteen people were injured- 
in a dash between Africans and 
Chinese at Hehai University on 
Christmas Eve and one African 
student has been detained by 
police, according to the official 
media. 

Thousands of Chinese stu- 
dents. some shouting racial slurs, 
took to the streets or Nanking on 
four nights last week. 

In Hangzhou, about 250 
kilometres to the east, African 
students boycotted classes and 


50, 60 and will turn 100. We have 
no doubt about it and some day 
someone will come here and talk 
to you about Jan. 1, 1959." 

Castro, 62, who has remained 
in power despite U.S. attempts to 
oust him, said that when the 
revolution began, there were only 


a few who believed it would last 
this long. 

But it survived, he said, be- 
cause it was a “Socialist revolu- 
tion, a Marxist- Leninist revolu- 
tion" which would pull through 
because it had a responsibility to 
the Third World to forge ahead. 

“Socialism or death. Marxism- 
Leninism or death.” he shouted 
at the eud of a speech lasting an 
hour and 45 minutes. 

Castro, who was often inter- 
rupted by applause, devoted most 
of his speech to recalling historic- 
al details of Jan. 1, 1959 — a day 
he called “historic and unforgett- 
able for future generations" — and 
of the ron-up to the triumph of 
the rebel army over the dicta- 
torship of Fulgencio Batista. 

Castro has used Soviet econo- 
mic aid — estimated at $5 billion 
annually — to help build schools 
and hospitals. But the Soviets say 
he has neglected industrial de- 


Death toll of Rio 
shipwreck still uncertain 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Divers continued searching the 
gray waters of Guanabara Bay 
Monday for more victims from an 
overcrowded excursion boat that' 
sank New Year's Eve, drowning 
at least 51 celebrants. 

Meanwhile, police said they 
would seek to bring homicide 
charges against those responsi- 
ble for letting the boat sail with 
too many people and for ignoring 
port authority orders to remain at 
shore. 

“We think the majority of the 
bodies already have been taken 
out, but there always is the possi- 
bility of finding more." said Lt. 
Pedro Paulo Albuquerque of the 
fire department's naval group. 

“We also may see some 
bodies washing up on Rio 
beaches in the next couple of 


days.” the lieutenant said. 

Various reports have said 130 
to 150 people were on the 100- 
capacity boat at the lime of the 
accident. 

The double-decked sightseeing 
boat Bateau Mouche was under 
20 metres of warer near Sugar 
Loaf Mountain, a picturesque 
Rio landmark close to downtown. 

Chief Irineu Barroso of Rio's 
10th police precinct, in charge of 
the criminal aspects of the case, 
said authorities “hope to indict 
someone for criminal homicide. 
We are taking statements from 
survivors, and they are telling us 
that something aboard that boat 
was not right." 

Cid Castor, a director of Itati- 
taia Turismo, the Rio travel agen- 
cy that booked the ill-fated' 
cruise„sajd the head of its excur- 


Reagan popular personally, policies less desirable 


By Gary Longer 

The Associated Press 


Hirohito’s internal bleeding continues 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s ailing Emperor remained in serious 
condition Monday from internal bleeding, while hundreds of 
well-wishers gathered at the imperial palace to sign New Year's 
greetings, officials said. The S7-year-oid monarch, who has been 
bedridden since he first hemorrhaged Sept. 19. suffered internal 
bleeding overnight, said palace sources who asked not to be 
identified. A statement from the imperial household agency said 
that despite the internal bleeding, the Emperor had not dis- 
charged any blood and there was no major change in his 
condition. 


IRA to answer for botched killings 


BELFAST (AP) — Gerry Adams, the president of the Irish 
Republican Army’s legal political wing Sinn Fein, has criticised 
the guerrilla group for killing civilians in bungled bombings. “My 
view is quite clear. I think the onus is on the IRA to safeguard the 
civilians from injury and death,” Adams was quoted as saying in 
on .interview with Sunday Life, a Belfast newspaper. Nineteen 
avihans have died in a series of botched IRA operations in the 
last 14 months. The outlawed IRA prides itself on targeting the 
security forces while sparing civilians in its fight to oust the British 
from Nonhem Ireland, and the blunders have drawn criticism 
even from some IRA supporters. ’* 


NEW YORK — Americans 
believe President Ronald 
Reagan has helped the rich and 
bun the poor, but a wide 
majority nonetheless approve 
of his work in the White 
House, according to a national 
poll. 

Majorities in the Media 
General-Associated Press sur- 
vey gave negative grades to 
Reagan's social policies and 
ethics enforcement, rated his 
judgment unfavourably and 
said they would not have sup- 
ported him for a third term. 

At the same rime, an over- 
whelming two-thirds approved 
of the way Reagan has done his 
job overall and said history will 
view him positively, and 55 per 
cent said he has bettered the 
nation. 

The telephone survey was 
conducted among a random 
sample of 1,084 adults shortly 
after the Nov. 8 1 election. 
Reagan leaves office Jan. 20. 

The poll found two factors at 
the heart of Reagan's popular- 
ity: Wide belief that his econo- 


mic polities have helped the 
nation and high regard for his 
leadership. He also scored well 
on defence and U.S.-Soviet 
relations. 

Reagan's ratings sagged 
elsewhere. While nearly two- 
thirds said his economic poli- 
cies have been good for the 
nation, for example, an over- 
whelming 80 per cent rated his 
handling of the budget deficit 
negatively. 

Moreover, 54 per cent said 
the poor are worse off econo- 
mically as a result of Reagan's 
polities, and 72 per cent said 
wealthy Americans are better 
off. Opinion was more divided 
on 'the middle class: One-third 
called it worse off, a quarter 
said better off and the rest saw 
little change. 

A third of respondents said 
they and their families were 
better off as a result of 
Reagan's efforts, and 18 per 
cent said they were worse off. 
But they split evenly when 
asked to score Reagan’s hand- 
ling of the economy, and more 
than twice as many picked the 
worst rating as chose the best. 
The poll gave “excellent” or 


ethics in government. 


Deficit, welfare, housing 



Ronald Reagan 


“good" as positive choices, 
“only fair” or “poor" as nega- 
tives. 

Reagan received negative 
ratings for his handling of ev- 
ery social issue posed; Civil 
rights. 51 per cent negative; 
education. 54 per cent nega- 
tive; housing, 65 per cent nega- 
tive; and welfare. 67 per cent 
negative. Six in 10 rated him 
negatively on his handling of 


In all these gauges, Reagan 
fared worst among Democrats, 
but be also was rated negative- 
ly by most independents. Ma- 
jorities of Republicans en- 
dorsed him on most issues but 
not on the deficit, welfare or 
housing. 

On two other issues, he 
scored extraordinarily well: 
Seven in 10 rated him favour- 
ably for defence polities and 
eight in 10 rated him positively 
on handling relations with the 
Soviets. 

Six in 10 viewed Reagan's 
other foreign policies favour- 
ably. The poll was done before 
he opened contact with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion last month. 

Even with his mixed policy 
ratings, six in 10 respondents 
ranked Reagan positively for 
his accomplishments in office 
overall and two-thirds rated his 
leadership ability as excellent 
or good. A full three-quarters 
favourably rated his charisma 


and ability to communicate. 

On his judgment as presi- 
dent, 53 per cent rated him 
negatively. But he was seen as 
effective: Six in 10 said he has 
accomplished most of what he 
set out to do. 

On his effectiveness, as in 
many other issues, Reagan did 
best with the youngest adults, 
age 18-29, and worst with the 
ojdest, 65 and over. He also 
did considerably bener with 
men than with women. 

Fifty-two per cent said they 
would not have voted Reagan 
for a third term if he were 
legally allowed to seek one — 
down from 64 per cent . 
when the Media GeneraJ-AP 
poll asked the question last 
spring. Half the men polled, 
but just 37 per cent of the 
women, favoured a third 
Reagan term. 

The survey, conducted Nov. 
18-20, has a margin of error of 
plus or minus 'three percentage 
points. 

Media General Inc., a com- 
munications company based in 
Richmond, Virginia, publishes 
four newspapers and operates 
three television stations. 


LONDON (R) — Britons are 
enjoying greater prosperity by 
taking more foreign holidays, 
watching more television and 
having tobies later in life, accord- 
ing to a government handbook 
published Tuesday. Neariy two 
thirds of all households have a 
car, three quarters have central 
heating and eight out of 10 have a 
telephone, says “Britain 1989 , a 
480-page volume covering politic- 
al, economic and social affairs. 
“Britain has experienced an eco- 
nomic recovery and is now in ire 
eighth year of successive growth, 
wfth growth since 1980 being 
higher than in the other major 
European Community coun- 
tries.” it said. Contraception and 
a trend towards later marriage 
mean that the average age at 
which women have their first 
child in marriage has risen to 27. 
with most families having just two 
children. Over a third of all pre- 
gnancies in 1987 were conceived 
outside marriage, and of those, 
over a third were terminated by 
legal abortion. 


Tower of Pisa leans 
even further 


national political figure in her 
own right after the assassination 
of her husband in 1947. 

The students who led last sum- 
mer’s mass uprising for democra- 
cy often marched beneath por- 
traits of Aung San, the leader of 
the struggle for independence 
from Britain. 


velopment. prompting specula- 
tion whether the displeasure will 
lead to Soviet aid cutbacks. 

Castro is an advocate of Social- 
ist purity and opposes any policy 
that borrows from capitalism. He 
has spoken scornfully of the poli- 
tical and social reforms proposed 
by Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, saying the “consequ- 
ences would be hard” for Cuba if 
the Soviet experiment encounters 
“serious difficulties." 

“So we may be in for difficulties 
coming from the enemy camp and 
difficulties coming from the camp 
of our own friends.” he said last 
month. 

The recent Cuban commitment 
to withdraw its 50.000 troops 
from Angola by 1991 presents 
another step toward scaling back 
Cuba's involvement in interna- 
tional conflicts. Cuba has given 
military support to many coun- 
tries. 


PISA (R) — The Leaning Tower 
of Pisa tilted over another 1.29 
millimetres during 1988, its custo- 
dian announced Sunday. Profes- 
sor Giuseppe Toniolo. in a year- 
end report, said the rate at which 
the tower’s tilt worsened during 
19S8 was in line with the average 
since 1932. when efforts to stabil- 
ise it made the problem worse. 
Toniolo said that during 1988 
about 750,000 people visited the 
56-metre. I2th century tower 
whose extraordinary . incline is 
caused by subsidence. Experts 
say the monument, which serves 
as the bell-tower to Pisa's cathed- 
ral and baptistry in a large gras- 
sed square, will fall over in about 
100 years unless a way can be 
found to shore it up. 


Montand gets used 
to father role 


NICE ( R ) — French actor Yves 
Montand, 67, who became a 
father for the first time at the 
weekend, said Sunday he had not 
yet grown used to his new role. “I 
feel a bit bizarre, I have to keep 
pinching myself and saying, 'Tve 
got a son” Montand, one of 
France's best-known screen lov- 
ers, said at a news conference. 
Montand's 28-year-old girlfriend 
Carole Amiel gave birth to a boy 
at an exclusive clinic in this south- 
ern French resort Saturday. “It 
poses a few problems because of 
my age, but I’m still very young. 
Life begins at 67," Montand said. 


sion department drowned on that 
boat. 

“The passenger list went down 
with him. We are in mourning." 
he said. 

Castor said his company had no 
responsibility for the actual op- 
eration of the outing, which was 
to take revelers to a spot off 
Copacabana beach to watch a 
New Year's fireworks. 

“We are simply ticket sellers," 
Castor said. 

Few other details about the 
passengers, crewmen and even a 
Samba band on board were un- 
available. 

The Bateau Mouche tipped 
over and sank as it was leaving 
Guanabara bay. crossing a chop- 
py zone behind Sugar Loaf and 
heading for the open Atlantic 
Ocean. 


Gold haul seized 


AMSTERDAM ( AP) — A Swiss 
man carrying 2,250 pieces of gold 
concealed in his clothing has been 
arrested on smuggling charges. 
Dutch customs officials say. Gold 
jewelry weighing 24 kilogrammes 
and worth an estimated $320,000 
was discovered in the suspect's 
clothing, a customs spokesman 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity said Thursday. The suspect, 
a 28-year-old resident of Zurich,, 
told officers he had been planning 
to sell the jewelry in Antwerp, 
Belgium, the spokesman said. 
The suspect, who was not identi- 
fied in line with Dutch police 
practice, faces a $154,950 fine 
and $77,475 in tax and import 
duties, the spokesman said. 


Smith turns a cheek 


HARARE (AP) — Alec Smith, 
son of former Rhodesian Prime 
Minisrer Ian Smith, is hoping to 
raise more than $250,000 for 
starving children in a nation his 
father battled. The . younger 
Smith has organised a “goal 
against hunger” soccer match be- 
tween European champion PSV 
Eindhoven and Racing Club of 
Argentina, Latin America’s cur- 
rent Super Cup winners. The Jan. 
15 match will be the first of series 
of fund-raising soccer matches 
the 39-year-old Smith is pl anning 
to battle hunger in Mozambique. 
The money, raised will buy food 
to be distributed through char- 
ities already working in Mozam- 
bique, including Save the Chil- 
dren, World Vision, Christian 
Owe and the Zimbabwe Mozam- 
bique Friendship Association.’ 
Ian Smith led white-ruled 
Rhodesia during a bloody seven- 
year bush war that led to the 
independence of black-ruled 
Zimbabwe in 1980. Zimbabwean 
guerrilla bases in Mozambique 
were frequently attacked by 
Knodesian troops. The younger 
Smith, who joined the Moral 
Rearmament Movement in 
Switzerland in 1979, returned to 
mdep 2? dent Zimbabwe to serve 
as a Presbyterian Chaplain in a 
national army led by former guer- 
nlla foes of his father. 


■E* 


a< 

; 0H 


1 V\1 


A A I hi. I 

IN’ 

1 .:nJ • 



